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An Addrefs from the Trustees 
or THE Missionary Socie- 
ty oF Connecticut fo the 
Minifters and people of the flate : 
With a Narrative on the fubjed 
of Miffions, and a flatement of 
the Funds of the Society, for the 
year 1802. 


(Continued from p. 308.) 


BOUT the firft of Decem- 
ber, the Rev. Wm. F. Mil- 
ler returned froma miflion of four 
months to the northern part of 
Vermont, and the fettlements on 
the weft fide of Lake Champlain. 
The following extract from his 
journal exhibits a general view of 
tis miflionary labors : 
“While on my miffion, which 
‘ confifted of 16 weeks and four 
‘days, 1 rode 1088 miles ; for- 
‘med 2 churches ; adminittered 
‘ the facrament of the Lord’s fup- 
‘ per g times ; preached 135 fer- 
* mons ; attended 7 public confer- 
‘ences ; fpent feveral half days, 
‘in vifiting perfons under deep 
‘conviction of fin ; vifited one 
‘ {chool and catechized the chil- 
‘ dren ; admitted 30 perfons into 
¢ churches; and baptized 6 adults, 
‘and 81 children of profeffedly 
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‘ believing parents. The fermons 
‘ were preached in the following 
‘counties: In Vermont, Ben- 
‘nington 2, Rutland 26, Addi- 
‘fon 13, Chittendon 22, and 
‘ Franklin 27 ; in New-Yorn 
‘ ftate, Effex 23, and Clinton 22. 
‘ Both of the churches were for- 
« med in the ftate of New-York ; 
‘one in Jay, a town lying back 
‘ upon the mountains, on the river 
‘ Sables, in the county of Effex, 
* confifting of 14 members ; the 
‘other in the little Chazce river 
‘fettlement, in the county of 
‘ Clinton, confifting of 8 mem- 
‘bers. In both thefe fettlements, 
‘ the minds of the people appeared 
‘to be very tender and deeply 
‘ impreffed, during my preaching 
‘with them, and exhibited the 
‘ promifing appearance of a revival 
‘in religion. The Lord’s fupper 
‘was adminiftered in Middle- 
‘town, Caftleton, Charlotte, Ef- 
‘ fex, Fairfield and Georgia in 
¢ Vermont, and in Pleafant Valley, 
‘ Jay and the Great Chazee fettle- 
‘ment in New-York. 

“* I vilited every fettlement in 
‘the county of Clinton, and eve- 
‘ry one in Effex county, except 
¢ the town of Crown Point, which 
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‘was fupplied with a preacher. 
‘ There are but few inbabitants in 
‘ thefe two counties, and thofe 
* verymuch fcattered. Excepting 
* the towns of Jay and Chattegee, 
‘ which lie back from the Lake, 
‘ there is but one range of towns, 
‘ which extend about 20 miles in- 
‘ land from the Lake. A great 
‘ traét of country is here opening 
« for fettlement, which will fhortly 
* very much enlarge the field for 
¢ miffionary labors. 

«© Tho’ the enemy is coming in 
‘ like a flood, the great Redeemer 
‘ has come to Zion, and is lifting 
‘up a ftandard againft him. In 
‘ the north part of Fairfield, Ver- 
‘mont, there is fome appearance 
‘ of agood work begun ; in Pitts. 
‘ ford, there isa confiderable revi- 
‘val, andin Weft Rutland, the 
‘ minds of the young people are 
‘ deeply imprefled with religion. 
«It will be noticed I preached a 
‘great number of times in the 
‘county of Rutland. Some may 
‘think this was not needy mif- 
‘fionary ground. But at this 
* critical time, fo far as I can 
‘judge, the affiftance given the 
* churches in this county was the 
‘ moft needed of any part of my 
€ miffionary labors, and has been 
¢ the moft productive of good. It 
‘ has apparently, bythe blefiing of 
€ God, been inftrumental to the 
* hopeful converfion of feveral per- 
‘ fons ; given light and comfort to 
* others in a moit feafonable time ; 
‘and peaceably confirmed the 
¢ churches in the important doc- 
¢ trines of the gofpel. The reviv- 
‘al of religion has, the prefent 
‘ feafon, been greater in Caftleton 
‘than in any other town. The 
* church has doubled in numbers. 
* 10 were added to the church be- 
¢ fore my arrival and 20 have fince 
‘been added. With refpe& tos 
* the expenfe, the donations from 
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‘the county of Rutland to the 
‘ Miffionary Society have more 
‘than compenfated for the time 
‘fpent there. In fhort, the peo- 
« ple of Vermont have nearly paid 
‘ for the whoie of that part of my 
¢ miffion which was fpent in the 
‘ flate, including all the time of 
‘travelling there and returning 
‘ home. 

“I have been treated with 
‘ great kindnefs by the people in 
‘ the new fettlements. They feel. 
‘ingly expreffed their gratitude 
‘to the Miflionary Society and to 
‘ the inhabitants of Conneéticut, 
‘ for all they have done for them 
‘in the fupport of miffions ; and 
¢ as a proof of the fincerity of their 
‘ profeffions, have fent their cheer- 
¢ ful contributions, to adfiit in fup- 
‘ porting a fociety fo evangelical 
‘in its nature, and fo produdtive 
‘ of good to the world.” 

Mr. Miller confirms the ac- 
counts given by former Mifflion- 
aries refpecting the religious ftate 
of the fettlements which he vifited. 
The people are much divided in 
their fentiments, which prevents 
their uniting to fupport the ftated 
preaching of the gofpel. In many 
places, infidel and loofe principles 
are fait gaining ground ; and er- 
rorifts and falfe teachers are per- 


| verting the minds of the people 


from the important doétrines of 
the gofpel. ‘The labors of zealous 
and pious Miflionaries, under the 
bleffing of God, will have a great 
influence in checking the growth 
of error, and in promoting the 
caufeof truth. It is hoped there- 
fore that as the call for mifflionary 
fervices increafes, by the rapid in- 
creafe of the new fettlements, the 
charitable contributions of the 
people of this flate will propor- 
tionably increafe. The caufe is 
a glorious one, and inno one more 


profitable way cana the affluent 


1803.] 


fpend a part of that wealth which 
divine Providence has beftowed 
upon them. 

Laft winter the Rev. Solomon 
Morgan went on a miffion of nine 
weeks to the north-weftern part of 
Vermont. He preached 50 fer- 
mons, attended 6 conferences, ad- 
mitted § perfons into churches, 
and converfed with many people 
under ferious concern of mind. 
To him as well as to other Mifh- 
onaries much gratitude was ex- 
preffed by the fteady, judicious 
part of the inhabitants, for the ex- 
ertions made in Conneé¢ticut in 
{upport of miffions to the new fet- 
tlements. 

The Rev. Alexander Gillet, in 
the courfe of the year, performed 
a miffion of 16 weeks, in the 
ftate of Vermont. The follow- 
ing is extracted from his journal : 
“¢ In this tour J have rode about 


‘1050 miles ; vifited about 50 | 
‘ towns ; preached 120 fermons— | 


* in the counties of Rutland, Ad- 
¢ difon, Chittendon, Franklin, 
¢‘ Orleans and Caledonia ; and 
‘generally after le€ture made a 
* number of folemn obfervations 
*to enforce the truth difpenfed, 
‘ which appeared to have a good 
‘ effe€&t. I have attended a num- 
“ber of conferences ; examined 
‘and admitted 11 perfons into 
“church communion 3; baptized 4 
‘ adults and 30 children ; and ad- 
* miniftered the Lord’s fupper 5 
* times, befides vifiting the fick, &c. 

‘¢ T have generally been receiv- 
“ed with kindnefs, and treated 
‘with refpe&, as a minifter of 
* Chrift. The people colleéted 
‘beyond expectation to attend 
« lectures on week days ; and they 
* ia general met on the fabbath. 

«« In moft of the places where I 
* preached, a certain folemnity 
* appeared on the countenances of 
‘the aflembly, indicating that 


Miffionary Society of ConneBicut. 





323 


‘fomething uncommon impreffed 
¢ their minds, and influenced them 
‘to give attention to the word ; 
‘tho’ perhaps no /pecial influences 
‘ might operate among them. In 
‘ thofe towns where the fpirit of 
‘ God operated the laft feafon, the 
‘ awakening appeared on the de- 
‘cline. However a precious fruit 
‘remains. The people flocked 
‘to meeting ; and I had anum- 
«ber of folemn, afieGting inter- 
‘views with them. Many re- 
‘ gretted their deftitute fituation, 
‘and wifhed for good faithful 
¢ minifters to break the bread of 
‘ life to them and their children, 
¢ They expreffed their gratitude 
‘to the benevolent people of 
¢ Connecticut, for their /ideral con- 
‘ tributions for the fupport of mif- 
* fions ; to the Miffionary Soci- 
‘ety ; to the Board of Truftees ; 
‘and to myfelf for my vifit and 
‘ labors among them ; and they 
* begged the continuance of miffi- 
* onary favors. 

“¢ T could not but remark, that 
‘the ftate of thofe fettlements 
‘which I vifited, is in general 
¢ much bettered from what it was 


“in my miffionary tours in the 


‘years 1797 and 1798. The 
‘ good effects of miffionary exer- 
‘tions are clearly vifible. Be- 
‘ fides the late revival of religion 
‘in fundry places, a fenfe of the 
«importance of the gofpel has, 
‘ within a few years, greatly in- 
‘ creafed. The inhabitants appear 
« much more fenfible of the falu- 
‘tary tendency of the Miflion- 
‘ary Societies to reform felfith 
* man. 

«¢ In feveral towns they are de- 
¢ firous of fettling minifters ; and 
‘in others are prevented by an 
‘unhappy difunion m fentiment 
‘and by the influence of falfe 
‘teachers. Hence the manifeft 


‘ importance of fending good, able 
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‘ Miffionaries into thofe parts, and 
-to have fome on the ground as 
* conftantly as circumftances may 
‘admit. This might be of fingu- 
‘lar fervice to fupport the faith- 
‘ful, confirm the doubting, and 
“counteract the fatal poifon of 
‘ thofe floods of error and delu- 
‘ fion with which fo many towns 
© are harraffed. 

«« The people would contribute 
« more liberz‘ly were it not for the 
‘ {carcity of money; or could they 
‘ do it in grain or fomething which 
‘ their farms produce. Some may 
* obje& to fending Miffionaries to 
‘the new fettlements ; but every 
‘candid mind mutt fee that the 
« donations made to the Miffionary 
‘ Society are not thrown away. 
‘ Divine Providence hasmadethem 
«the means of a good which ma- 
‘ ny will celebrate in the prefence 
“of God and the Lamb. May 


‘the fhowers of divine grace be 


‘ all attempts to fpread the gofpel 
‘of our Lord Jefus Chrift !” 

The Rev. John Willard, jun. 
is now laboring as a Miffionary in 
the fettlements adjacent to Con- 
ne¢ticut river, in the northern parts 
of the flates of New-Hamphhire 
and Vermont. 

The Rev. Samuel Leonard, it 
is fuppofed, is itinerating in the 
north-weftern part of Vermont. 
From the two laft mentioned Mif- 
fionaries, no particular accounts 
have been received. 

During the year, there have 
been performed about 250 weeks 
miffionary fervices, in the new fet- 
tlements, which is 30 weeks more 
than in any preceding year. The 
expenfe to the Society for thefe 
fervices is about 1600 Dollars. 
Befides this, 510 Dollars have 
been paid to Mr. Bacon, Miffionary 
to the Indians, z:d 200 Dollars 
have been appropriated for the 
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purchafe of books to be diftri- 


buted in the new fettlements, 
Thefe fums, together with fome 
{mall bills for printing, ftationary 
and poftage make the expenfes of 
the fociety for the year about 
2350 Dollars. 

But notwithftanding the ex. 


| penditures have been feveral hun- 


dred dollars more this year than 


| in any preceding, the Truftees are 
_happy to have it in their power 


to inform the minifters and peo- 
ple of the ftate, that the dona- 
tions to the Society have alfo been 
more liberal ; fo that on the whole 
the funds, inftead of diminifhing, 
have increafed. It will appear 
by the Treafurer’s report, annexed 
to this narrative, that the contri- 
butions laft May exceeded thofe 
of former years, and that many 
handfome donations have been 
made to the Society, and many 


contributions have been received 
© more abundant and efficacious on | 


from the new fettlements. From 
various fources the permanent fund 
has arifen to the amount of about 
4380 Dollars ; and from the avails 
of the Conneéticut Evangelical 
Magazine,* when the payments 
are made, a confiderable acceffion 
will accrue to thisfund. A fecond 
Edition of the Hartford Selection 
of Hymns has been lately printed, 
which, it is hoped, will produce 
fomething to augment the funds 
of the Society. From the liberal 
contributions and donations made 
to the Society the paft year, itis 
evinced that the miflionary caufe 
is deemed important. The Truit- 
ees return their fincereft thanks 
to thofe who have thus generoul- 
ly contributed ; and in behalf of 


* Since this Narrative was prepared 
for the prefs, the publifhers of the Mag- 
azine have made a payment to the 
Treafurer, of 840 Dollars, which in- 
creafes the permanent fund to about 
5200 Dollars. 
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the deftitute inhabitants of the 
new and vacant fettlements, at the 
northward and weftward, folicit 
the continuance of fuch charita- 
ble donations. Notwithftanding 
they now have on hand a confi- 
derable fum of money, it is pre- 
fumed that when the good people 
of the ftate take into confideration 
that the field for miffionary labors 
is daily becoming more and more 
extenfive, they will not flacken 
their hand ; but be difpofed to 
contribute ftill more and more a- 
bundantly of their earthly fub- 
ftance, for the promotion of 
truth, the fpread of the gofpel 
and the enlargement of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom. 

For the greater fecurity of the 
property intrufted to theircare, and 
for the better management of the 
concerns of the Miffionary Society 
of Conneéticut, the Trultees, by 
direction of faid Society, applied 
to the Legiflature of the ftate, at 
their feffion in OGtober latt, for 


an A&t of Incorporation. Their | 


memorial was granted, and an Act 


paffed vefting the prefent Board 


of Truftees and their fucceffors in | 


office with ample corporate pow- 
ers; as will be feen by the A& 
prefixed to this Addrefs. This 
is a favorable circumftance, as it 
will tend to give permanency to 
the Society, increafe its refpecta- 
bility, induce people the more 
readily to contribute to the en- 
largement of its funds and thus 
enable the Truftees to fend out 
annually a greater number of 
Miffionaries. 

The Truftees are happy to ob- 
ferve that the miflionary {pirit, 
both in Europe and America, is 
increafing. New Societies are 
forming ; and more general exer- 
tions are now making than at any 
former period to  difleminate 
Chriflian knowledge. With what 


juceefs thefe exertions will be 
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attended muft be left to him 
«¢ who turneth the hearts of men 
as the rivers of water are turned.’”’ 
As he has given to his people a 
difpofition to make fuch exertions, 
there is great reafon to hope he 
will caufe them to iffue in a more 
univerfal diffufion of Chriftian 
knowledge and true piety than 
the world hasyet been bleffed with. 

For a particular account of the 
labors of Mr. Bacon, Miflionary to 
the Indians, the Truftees refer 
to the Conneéticut Evangelical 
Magazine ; particularly toa letter 
from him publifhed in the Maga- 
zine for O&ober latt. His having 
failed of fuccefs in his firft attempt 
with the Indians fhould not dif- 
hearten thofe who wifh for the 
fpread of the gofpel among the 
Heathen. God requires his peo- 
ple to ufe their utmoft efforts to 
enlarge the kingdom of his dear 
Son, but has referved to himfelf 
the time when thofe efforts fhall 
prove fuccefsful. 

It is probable Mr. Bacon is now 
viliting fome of the more north- 
weltern tribes, where there is 
reafon to believe he will meet with 
fewer obitacles, and that he will 
find the Indians more difpofed to 
liten to the important truths of 
Chriftianity. While there is any 
profpe& of fuccefs, the Truftees 
cannotabandon foimportant an ob- 
ject asthe converfion of the Ame- 
rican Indianstothe Chriftian faith ; 
nor can they relinquifh the hope 
that God, in an{fwer to the prayers 
of his people, will finally open a 
door for the accomplifhment of 
this object. Be that as it may, 
the importunate prayers and alms 
of good people, their difinteretted 
and perfevering exertions to ga- 
ther the perifhing nations of their 
fellow men unto Suiton, will 
afcend up as a memorial before 
the Lord, and will be a {weet 
favor in Chrift, whether they fhall 
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be faved or whether they fhall per- 
ith. Befides, this will do fuch ho- 
nor to Chnitianity and to the fin- 
cerity of its profeffors, and exhibit 
fuch a confiftency of character, as 
otherwife could never have been 
done. A confcioufnefs of this, 
will give to thofe who have pray- 
ed, “ Thy kingdom come, and 
thy wil! be done on earth as it 1s 
in heaven,” and have employed 
their money, labors and influence 
for its advancement, a pleafure 
in life and death, which no wealth, 
no worldly confiderations nor en- 
joyments could ever afford. Will 
not this, through the merits and 
mercy of the Redeemer, give a 
luftre to their crown, and joy to 
their hearts forever in his prefence, 
which no language can defcribe 
nor heart conceive ? 

From the accounts exhibited in 
this and the preceding narratives, 
it appears, that for a term of a- 
bout ten years, the gofpel has 
been preached, through the influ- 
ence and charity of the people of 
this ftate, to the new and vacant 
{ettlements forming in the wilder- 
nefs, through an extent of coun- 
try larger than all New-England : 
That many churches have been 
gathered unto Jefus Chrift ; that 
a foundation has been laid, by the 
Miffionaries, for the formation of 
others ; and that through thetr la- 
bors great additions have been 
made to feveral other churches 
which were previoufly formed ; 
that a laree number of adults have 
yeceived the Chriftian faith and 
been baptized by them, befides 
hundreds of children. Many 
hundreds, in a judgment of ra- 
tional charity, have been added 
unto the Lord, among whom are 
numbers, who once were the moft 
bitter and violent oppofers of the 
zofpel, and of all the benevolent 
defigns of the Miffionary Society. 
‘he facrament of the Lord’s fup- 
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per has been, in numerous inftan- 
ces, adminiftered to large bodies 
of Chriftians, and their hearts 
have been made glad in the Lord. 
The fabbath has been fan@ified 
in families, in congregations and 
through confiderable tra@s of 
country, where otherwife it would 
have been profaned and forgotten 
had it not been for the faithful 
labors of Miffionaries. The fanc- 
tuary of the Lord is honored, and 
his worfhip devoutly attended, 
where otherwife he would have 
been forgotten. The hearts of 
many thoufands have been made 
glad ; mourners have been in- 
ftruéted, comforted and edified ; 
the heart of the mournful widow 
and of the fatherlefs have been 
made to fing, and thanksgivings, 
in great abundance, have redound- 
ed unto the name of the Lord. 
The miflionary bufinefs has now 
obtained a confiftency and regu- 
larity, and by the incorporation of 
the Truftecs of the fociety, fuch 
a ftability is given to it, and fuch 
a foundation is laid for its ex- 
tenfive future ufefulnefs as it never 
before enjoyed. Thefe circum. 
ftances, with the {miles of divine 
Providence, which have fo mani- 
feftly attended the caufe from its 
commencement, the Truftees im- 
agine, exhibit fuch motives for fu- 
ture charity and exertions, as will 
powerfully influence all good peo- 
ple, draw forth their charity into 
lively and praétical exercife, en- 
gage their fervent and united 
prayers, their harmonious and 
vigorous exertions to fupport, and 
more effe&ually to carry into ex- 
ecution, the charitable and noble 
defigns which they have fo hap- 
pily begun. 
Joun Treapwe i, Chairman. 
Paffed by the Board of Truttees, 
January 6th, 1803. 
Atteft, Abel Flint, Secretary. 
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A STATEMENT al 


OF THE FUNDS OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
OF CONNECTICUT. 


No. 1. 


ACCOUNT of Monies contributed in the feveral Congregational Societies 
in the State of Conneéticut, for the fupport of Miffions, on the firft 
Sabbath in May 1802, purfuant toa Refolve of the General Affem- 
bly of faid State, paffed May 1801. 

















HartrorD Counry. Hamden, Mount Carmel, 20 
D. C. Faft Plains, 6 
Hartford, North Society, 81 4] Milford, Fir Society, $3 13 
South Do. 23 Second Do. 20 24 
Weft Divifion, 30 North Haven, 19 30 
Berlin, Kenfington, 13 47 | Oxford, 6 93 
New Britain, 27 59 | Wallingford, Firtt Society, as 
Worthington, 12 2 Meriden, 4 34 
Briftol, Cambridge, 22 62 | Waterbury, Firft Society, 13 38 
Weft Britain, 16 54 Salem, 12% 25 
Fait Hartford, Firft Society, 39 Middlebury, it 
Orford, 28 60 | Woodbridge, Amity, ir 
Eaft Windfor, Firft Society, 15 35 Bethany, 4 
Second Do. 10 46 | Wolcott, 10 
Enfield, 10 50 
Farmington, Firft Society, 88 27 365°95 
Northington, II 23 New-Lonpon County, 
Glaftenbury, Firft Society, 23 85 | New-Leudon, '-3% 22 j 
Eaftbury, 5 6] Norwich, Firit Society, 36 29 
Granby, Salmon Brook, 7 40 Chelfea, 19 17 
Turkey Hills, 7 81 Bozrah, ‘: 2 
Hartland, Eaft Society, 8 sx | Colchefter, Weit Chefter, r2 Mi 
Weit Do. 18 0 Marlborough, 16 33 
Southington, 26 56 | Franklin, II 27 t 
Suffield, Firft Society, 1r 13 | Lifbon, Newent, 12 28 
Weft Society, 5 50° Hanover, 459 ' 
Symfbury, Firft Society, 15 95 | Lyme, Firft Society, 10 38 
Weft Symfbury, 5t North Quarter, 5 56 
Wethersfield, Firft Society, 63 18 | Montville, Firft Society, 16 
Newington, 37 13 | Preiton, Firft Society, 15 
Stepney 26 72 North Do. 47 ¢t i 
Windfor, Firft Society, 18 16 | Stonington, Firft Society, 7 52 ' 
Wintonbury, 15 
25 84 : 
749 92 FairFIELD Counry. 
New-Haven County. ° Fairfield, Firft Society, 12 
New-Haven, Weft Society, 16 31 Green’s Farms, It 3t 
Branford, Firft Society, 22 75 | Danbury, Firft Society, 18 65 
North Branford, s. 4 Bethel, 4 66 
Chehhire, Firft Society, 42 27 | Greenwich. Firft Society, 38 65 
Columbia, 6 Huntington, Ripton, 14 59 
Derby, Firft Society, 10 10} New Stratford, 7 
Great Hill, 3 75 » New Canaan, 26 
Eaft-Haven, 8 69 | New Fairfield, Pirk Society, 7 9 : 
Guilford, Firft Society, a9 25 SecondDo = «8 6k (, 
Eaft Guilford, 9 47 | Norwalk, Fir Socicty, 32 %@ t i 
North Do. 16 17 | Reading, 10 73 t 
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Stamford, Firft Society, 
North Stamford, 
Stanwich, 

Stratford, Firft Seciety, 
Stratfield, 

Trumbull, 

Wefton, Wilton, 

North Fairfield, 


Winxpnam County. 
Windham, Firft Society, 
Scotland, 
Afhford, Firft Society, 
Eaftford, 
Weltford, 
Brooklyn, 
Canterbury, Weftminfter, 
Hampton, 
Lebanon, Firft Society, 
Crank, 
Gofhen, 
Exeter, 
Mansfield, Firft Society, 
North Do. 
Plainfield, 
Pomfret, Firft Society, 
Abington, 
Thompfon, 
Woodftock, Firft Society, 
Muddy Brook, 


255 4 
LitcurFietp County. 
Litchfield, Firft Society, 45 37 
South Farms, 22 
Barkhempfted, Firft Sociciy 6 
Bethlem, 32 
Canaan, Firft Society, 15 
North Do. 12 
Colebrook, 20 
Gofhen, 
Harwington, 2 
Kent, 17 
New Hartford, 47 
Norfolk, 70 
Plymouth, 12 89 
Roxbury, i3 78 
Salifbury, st 6 





Sharon, Firft Society, 13 6 
Southbury, Firft Society, —' 
South Britain, 14 15 
Torrington, Firft Society, 25 
Torringford, 31 26 
Warren, 25 $4 
Washington, Firft Society, 27 33 
New Prefton, 15 11 
Watertown, 25 §2 
Winchefter, 20 4 
Woodbury, 19 8s 
“_ 
719 8 
Mippiesex Country. 
Middletown, Firft Society, 10 88 
Upper Houfes, 7 66 
Weftficld, 3.97 
Haddam, 12 40 
Chatham, Firft Society, 9 34 
Middle Haddam, 4 43 
Durham, 21 34 
Eaft Haddam, Firft Society, 14 30 
Millington, 10 50 
Hadlyme, 9 
Killingworth Firft Society, 5 
North De. 16 71 
Saybrook, Firft Society, 3 6 
Second De. 18 38 
Third Do. 3 68 
Fourth Do. 937 
167 2 
Tottanp County. 
Tolland, 
Bolton, Firft Society, 
Second Do. 
Coventry, Firft Society, 
Second Do. 
Andover, 
Ellington, 
Hebron, Firk Society, 
Gilead, 
Somers, 
Stafford, Firft Society, 
Weft Stafford, 
Willington, 


SUMMARY. 


DB 8 ¢. 
Hartrorp Country, . . 749 92 
New-Havenr, do . . 365 95 
New-Lonpon,do. . . . 251 81 
Fairriecp, do.*. . . 278 44 


WinpuaM, do... .255 4 





LircnFIELD, do. 
Mipptesex, do . 
ToLianp, do. . 
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25 
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FUNDS of the Society arifing from other Sources than the Contribu- 


1802. 
Fan. rE 


19. 


April 2%. 
Auguft 26. 
Sept. 17. 

28. 
De. 13- 


Fan. 7. 
May 10. 


Fuly 14. 
Auguft 26. 


‘fan. 19. 
May 6. 


Sune 1. 
Fuly 14. 


Sept. 14. 
O&o. 12. 


tions in May 1802. 


Contributed, in New Settlements, viz. 


To Rev. David Higgins, 
Rev. Jedidiah Bufhnell, 
Rev. Job Swift, 
Rev. Solomon Morgan, 
Mr. Hezekiah May, ° ° 
Rev. Alexander Gillet, , ° 
Mr. James W. Woodward, ° 
Rev. William F. Miller, 


Avails of Con. Evan. Magazine, 

Do. of Doétor Trumbull’s Sermons, 
Do. Do. ° ° 
Do. Hartford Hymns, ° 


Donations by Sundry Individuals, viz. 
Rev. Lathrop Thompfon, Vermont, 
Solomon Goodell, Jamaica, Vermont, 
Auguftus Thompfon, Gofhen, 
Samuel Hilthoufe, Do. ‘ ° 
Hon. John Davenport, jun. Efq. . 
Ifrael Kelfey, of Middletown, ‘ 
Rev. George Colton, Bolton, é ° 
Solomon Goodell; Jamaica, Vermont, 
Rev. Samuel Nott, Franklin, ; 
Doétor Jofhua Lothrop, Norwich, 
Daniel Root, Franklin, New-York, 
Obadiah Gore, Shefhequin, Penn. 


Donations by fundry perfons unknown, and fundry friends to 


fan. he 

25. 
Feb. 19. 
March 9. 


16. 
27. 


May 12. 


14. 


18. 
19. 


21. 
26. 
31. 
June 1. 
17. 
Fuly 5. 
15. 
26. 


Miffions, viz. 
A Friend of mifiions, ‘ ° 
Do. Do. . ° 
Do. Do. ; : 
Do. Do. of a 
Do. Do. 2 
Do. Do. 


Chenaniah, A Stranger, 

A young Lady of Thompfon, 

A fricnd of Miffions, of Milford. 
A Stranger, from Berlin, 

A friend of Miffions, 


Do. Do. of New-Haven, 
Do. Do. Danbury, 
Do. Do. ‘ 

Do. Do. of Hebron, 


A Stranger, 

A friend of Miffions, 
Do. Do. ° 
Do. Do. 

Do. Do. 


Vor. ITl. No. g. "ret 





19 66 
79 27 
7 11 


1 76 

9 54 
4l 29 

60 23 
224 86 





611 934 

IO 34 

6 50 

20 
648 77% 


20 
20 

6 50 
100 


3° 

100 

190 j 
100 

2 50 

3 38 








400 38 


» ~ 
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00 
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83 


70 
50 
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Miffionary Society of Connedicut. 


Do. Do. 
Do. Do. 
Do. Do. ° > 
Do. Do. of Ridgefield, 
Do. Do. ‘ 
Do. Do. 
463 61 
From Ladies’ Society in Norwich, 9 50 
Wilton Contribution in 1801, rec’d May 1802, ° 3 
Intereft from Dec. 28, 1801, to Dec. 31, 1802, 522 17 
ED 


2272 294 
No. 3. 
Difburfements by order of the Truflees. 


To Miffionaries, viz. 
To Rev. David Higgins, Miffionary, New-York fate, 74 
Rev Jofeph Badger, Do. New Connecticut, 160 
Do. Do. Do. 200 
Rev. Jed. Bufanell, Do. N. York ftate, Balance, I 
Rev. Job Swift, Do. Vermont, Two payments, 48 
Rev. Jer. Hallock, Do. Do. Balance, 10 
Rev. Solo. Morgan, Do. Do. ° 54 
Rev. Jed. Bufhnell, Do. Do. Two payments, 285 
Do. Do. New-York and Vermont, 
Advance, , ° ° 25 
Mr. Hezekiah May, Do. New-York, . 35 
Rev. David Bacon, Do. to the Indians, Two 
payments, ‘ ; ° . ‘ 510 
Rev. Alex. Gillet, | Do. Vermont, Two payments, 95 
Rev. J.W.Woodward,Do. Black River, Sundry 
payments, . . . . 292 
Do. Do. New-York and Penn. 

Advance, ° ° 25 
Rev. Sam. Leonard, Do. Vermont, Advance, 25 
Rev. Scth Willifton, Do. New-York, Two eases 92 
Rev. John Willard, jr.Do. Vermont, . » 
Rev. Wm. F. Miller, Do. Do. Two payments, 99 
Rev. E. J. Chapman, Do. New Connecticut, Two 

payments, . . a a - 4118 


Other Expenfes, viz. 
May 14. To Oliver D. Cooke, for Books for New Settlements, a 
25. Elitha Colt, for affifting the Treafurer, ° 4 5° 
Auguft. For books for New Settlements, ‘ » 100 
Sept. 1. Rev. Abel Flint, for Poftage and Stationary, ° IO 4 
Meis'rs Hudfon and Goodwin, Printing and Stationary, 26 4% 


2218 724 
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Treafurer’s Account Current. 


Dr The Miffionary Society of Conneéticut, in Account eae Cr 


with Andrew King /bury, as their Treafurer. 


To amount of Cath dif- 
burfed by order of the 
Committee, as per ftate- 
ment No. 3. 

To 3 counterfeit dollars, 
two received in the 
May contributions, aad 3 


one ip a donation. 


2218 724 


2221 724 
Balance, carried to Cre- 66 
dit of new Account, 9999 95 


11,891 674 
Of the above Balance 
there belongs to ef 4377 37% 
permanent fund, 
For current Expenfeg 





5292 57% 
9669 95 





By Balance in favor of 
the Society, Dec. 29,6 6633 22 
1801, 
By amount of Contri- 
butions in May ont 2986 16 
as per ftatement No. 1. 
By amount of Dona- 
tiens, Intereft, &c. =f 2272 294 
per ftatement No. 2. 


11,891 67% 





By Balance brought to 
New <Acccount, f 9669 95 


A. KINGSBURY, Trea/furer. 
JOHN PORTER, Auditor. 


Hartford, January 1, 1803. 





A particular lift of the Contributions received in the new fettlements, 
contained in the general flatement, No. 2. 


To Rev. David Higgins, in the State of 
New-York, A. D. 1801. 





Delhi, 1 67 
Union, Otfege Creck, 4 jo 
Springfield, 175 
Exeter, I 25 
Onondaga, 5 8 
Cayuga, 2 45 
Aurelius, 3 16 
19 66 
To Rev. Fedidiah Bufonell, in Vermont, 
A. D. 1801. 
New-Haven, 20 66 
Georgia, 15 25 
Weftford, 2 56 
Milton, I 39 
Richmond, 4 25 
Waterbury, 9 
Salifbury, 2 3 
Effex, 6 238 
Fairfield, 8 32 
Swanton, 3 51 
Benningten, 5 





79 27 





To Rev. Fob Swift, in Vermont, A. D. 








1801. 
Hinefburg, 4 9t 
Milton, 2 20 
7 11 
To Rev. Solomen Morgen, in Vermont, 
A. D. 1802. 
New-Haven, 2 
Fairfield, 4 
6 


To Mr. Hezekiah May, in the State of 
New-York, A. D. 1801. 





Bath, 1 76 
To Rev. Alexander Gillet, in Vermont, 
A. D. 1802. 

Salifbury, 2 67 
New-Haven, 2 87 
Fairfield, 4 

9 54 


To Rev. Famer W. Woodward, in the 
State of New-York, A. D. 1802. 
At little falls, Herkemer, 292 
Fairfield, 3 9 
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Trenton, 

Leyden, 

No. 7. Adams, 

No. 11. Lowville, 
Moofe Creek, 

No. 2. Watertown, 

No 3. Rutland, 

No. 4. Champion, 
Turin, 

Salifbury, 

Steuben, 

Mr. J. Rogers, Lowville, 
Mrs. Davenport, Do. 
Mr. Bofworth, Do. 
Mr. Waters, Do. 
Mr. Rogers, Leyden, 
Mr. Storms, Do. 

Mr. Morgan, Do. 

Efy’r. Fifher, Do. 
Doctor Snow, Do. 

Mr. Kingfbury, Do. 

P. Southwell, Do. 

A. Barnes, Turin, I 
J. Barnes, Do. I 
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Lieut. Smith, Norway, + 
Deacon Sweatfer, Do. as 
J. Mitchell, Steuben, 25 
Ebenezer Weeks, Do. I 
Deacon Mitchel, Do. 50 
Mr. Sprague, Brownville, 25 
A friend to miffions, 1 3 


2 


_ 


4t 29 


To Rev. William F. Miller, in Ver. 
mont, A. D. 1802. 
Middletown, 
Poultney, 
Caftleton, 
Salifbury, 
Charlotte, 
Effex, 5 96 
Georgia, 6 88 
Fairfield, 2 
Jonathan Shephard, of Chat- 
tegee, Stateof New-York, 75 


8 56 
5 20 
20 75 
3 10 
6 4 


60 23 


Amounting in the whole to 224 Dollars 86 Cents, the fum mentioned in 


preceding ftatement No. 2. 


The ether Miffionaries have not yet made particular returns. 


Mess’rs. Epitors, 
The following anfwer to the quef- 
tions in page 290 of your Ma- 
gazine, is tranfmitted for publi- 


cation. 


UESTION. 

HOW are the invitations and 
calls to finners, with which the 
{criptures abound, and the folemu 
declarations, that God hath no 
pleafure in the death of finners, but 
that they would turn and live, re- 
concilable with their being left of 
God to go on in fin and perifh? Or 
in other words ; if God be as defir- 
ous of the return and falvation of 
inners, as thofe {trong expreffions, 
particularly in Ezekiel, 33. 11. 
intimate ; what reafons are there 
aflignable, why he, in whofe hand 
all hearts are, and for whom 
nothing is too hard, with whom 
nothing is impoffible, doth not 
convert them to himfelf, provided 
the atonement be infinitely full? 





No. I. 


o er enquiries here propo- 


fed, are in themfelves in- 


tereiting and important—are fuch 
as often arife in reflecting minds, 
and are nearly connected with 
fome of the important and effen- 
tial doctrines of the gofpel—doe- 
tries, which concern the glory of 


God, and eternal happinefs of 


mankind. The fubjeét therefore 
is worthy of a very ferious and 
careful attention. 

It is conceded in the ftatement 
of the quettion, that all hearts are 
in the hands of God, and that 
he is able to convert all finners to 
himfelf, if he pleafes. It will 
therefore be unneceflary to adduce 
any arguments in proof of this 
truth. But the queftion feems 
to intimate, that the want of a 
fuflicient or infinitely full atone- 
ment is the reafon, why all fin- 
ners are not renewed and faved. 
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In anfwering the queftion there- 
fore, it is propofed to thew 
that the atonement is infinitely 
full—that God’s leaving a num- 
ber of mankind to go on in fin 
and perith, is not inconfiftent with 
the gofpel calls and invitations to 
all, or with his folemn declara- 
tion, that he hath no pleafure in 
the death of the wicked, but that 
they turn and live; and then to 
aflign fome reafons why God 
does not convert and fave all the 
human race. 


I. It is propofed to thew, that 


the atonement of Chritt is infinite- | 


ly full or fufficient for all man- 
kind. It may tend to elucidate 
the fubje&t to make fome previous 


' 





obfervations upon the nature and | 


defign of the atonement. An 
atonement is fome expiation or 
fatisfaction for a crime or offence, 
made by the offender, or by fome 
other perfon on his account. The 
atonement of Jefus Chrift refpecis 
the fins of mankind, and was ef- 
fe&ted by his obedience, fufferings 
and death. 


Thus the fcriptures | 


declare, that he ** bare our fins in | 
his own body on the tree—was | 


wounded for our tranfgreflions— 
was bruifed for our iniquities, and 
with lis flripes we are healed. 


We have redemption through his | 


blood.’”? As manyin the Chriftian 
world have entertained erroneous 
ideas of the atonement, it may be 
ufeful to obferve, that it was not 
defigned to render God the Fa- 
ther more merciful, and benevo- 
lent, than he otherwife would 
have been. Some appear to have 
confidered God the Father, as ve- 
ry implacable and vindiétive ; and 
God the Son, as very merciful 
and compaflionate ; and therefore 
they feem to have fuppofed, that 
the fufferings and death of the 
Son were defigned to appeafe a 
vindictive temper in the Father, 
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and to render him more mild, 
compaflionate, and hanevalent. 
Such ideas are not only very er- 
roneous, but alfo very degrading 
to the divine chara¢ter. God 
the Father, as the fcriptures de- 
clare, is love or benevolence. He 
is as merciful and benevolent as 
the Son ; yea, they are perfeétly 
one in temper and affeGtions. Jt 
is therefore declared, that they 
are one, aad that the Son is * the 
brightnefs of the Father’s glory 
and the exprefs image of his per- 
fon.”” ‘The Father then was juft 
as compaffionate and benevolent, 
and as “tauch aifpofed to fhew 
mercy to finners, as the Son; 
provided it could be done confift- 
ently with the divine glory, law 
and government, and the highelt 
good of the moral world. And 
if finners could not be pardoned 
and faved confittently with thefe, 
the Son would no more with it to 

e done, than the Father; as 
they are perfectly one ia their ho- 
ly defires and wifhes. To fuppofe 
then, that the atonement was de- 
figned to appeafe a vindictive, im- 
placable temper in the Father, is 
indulging very unworthy and er. 
roneous fentiments of the charac- 
ter of Jehovah. 

Neither was the atonement de- 
figned to abate the requirements 
of the divine law, fo that it does 
not now require perfe¢t obedience 
or holinefs, but will accept and 
juftify perfons on account of theie 
fincere tho imperfect ob-dience, 
Some feem to fuppofe, that the 
moral law, which, requires perfect 
hotinefs, and curfes for every fin, 
is very rigid and fevere—that it 
was hard and almoft unjuft for 
depraved creatures to be placed 
under fuch a law—that the Sa- 
viour, therefore, pitying their hard 
cafe, took their part againft this 
rigid law, and boxe its penalties 
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to abate or foften down its rigor- 
ous requirements, fo that they are 
not now under obligations to be 
completely holy ; but are in fome 
degree excufable for their failures 
and imperfetions in point of obe- 
dience. Such ideas of the atone- 
ment and of the divine law are ex- 
ceedingly erroneous & dangerous, 
and an evidence of great ignorance 
of the effential truths of religion. 
The divine law is the eternal, im- 
mutable rule of right, or ftandard 
of moral perfeétion. As far as 
any rational beings fall fhort of 
that love to God and their fellow- 
creatures, or of that perfect holi- 
refs or benevolence, which is re- 
quired in the moral law; fo far 
they muft in their temper, be 
wrong and criminal—yea, it is 
impoffible, that any rational crea- 
ture fhould be finlefs or excufable 


in any negleét of, or deviation | 
from what the divine moral law | 
This law, as the apoftle | 
declares, is holy, juft and good ; | 


requires. 


and is fo viewed by all, as far as 
poffeffed of real piety. Like the 
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magnify the law, and make it 
honorable. 

It may be further obferved, re- 
{fpecting the atonement, that it is 
not fuppofed, that the Lord Je- 
fus endured the fame quantity of 
pain and mifery, as would have 
been endured by all mankind, or 
all the eleé& thro eternity ; had 
they been loft. As it was the 
human nature only of the Saviour, 
which was capable of fuffering ; 
it is inconceivable that he could 
endure as much pain in a few 
hours, as innumerable millions of 
men would thro eternity. Nor 
was it neceffary, that he fhould ; 
fince the infinite dignity of his di- 
vine nature, united in the fame 
perfon with his human, gave an 
infinite value or efficacy to his 
fufferings. 

The defign of the atonement 
was to fupport the authority of 
God’s holy law, the dignity and 
ftability of his moral government, 
and to manifeft his juft abhor- 
rence and difpleafure againft fin. 


—The divine law denounces a- 





apoftle, they delight in the law of | gainft every finner eternal death, 


God after the inward man, and 
earneftly defire to be perfeétly con- 
formed to its requirements. 

It is then manifeft, that the 
atonement of Chrift was not de- 
figned to abate or difannul, in any 
degree, the divine law, that per- 


| as the juft wages of fin, as a jutt 
_expreffion of his difpleafure a- 
gainft it, and as a moft powerful 
reftraint againft all wickednefs. 
| But had finners been pardoned 
| without an atonement, or any 
thing done to fupport the law of 


feét and unchangeable ftandard of | God; it would have tended great- 


right. The Saviour therefore 
faid, * Think not that I am come 
to deftroy the law. For verily I 
fay unto you, till heaven and 
earth pafs away, one jot or one 
tittle fhall in no wife pafs from 
the law, till all fhall be fulfilled.” 
He was fo far from lowering 
down or abolifhing the law of 
God, or taking the part of finners 
again{ft it as being too rigorous, 
that one important defign of his 
atonement was to fupport and 


ly to weaken and deftroy its au- 
| thority, and to bring the divine 
' government into contempt. The 
| appearance of it would have been, 
that the Moft High was not much 
difpleafed with fin, did not view 
it as very criminal, and was not 
in earneft in his threatenings a- 
gainft it. Thus it would have 
greatly encouraged fin and rebel- 
lion, and been exceedingly injuri- 
ous to the happinefs of the moral 
| world. The atonement therefore 
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was defigned to prevent thofe 
dreadful confequences by anfwer- 
ing the fame important purpofes, 
which would have been anfwered 
bythe punifhment of finners them- 
felves, and thus to open a way, in 
which God could, confiftently 
with the authority and honor of 
his law and government and the 
good of his kingdom, fhew mercy 
to whom he faw fit, and pardon 
the penitent and believing finner. 
Thefe important ends have been 
effected by the obedience, fuffer- 
ings and death of the Lord Jefus, 
who was one with the Father, and 
thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God. By affuming 
our nature, fubmitting to the 
greateft abafement, fufferings and 
mott painful death in the ftead of 
finners, and thus bearing their 
fins in his own body, he ftriking- 
ly fupported and magnified the 
law, and made it honorable. It 
fhewed, that the Father would 
infli@ all thefe fufferings on his 
well beloved Son, and that the 
Son would voluntarily fubmit to 
them, rather than the divine law 
fhould be weakened and difhonor- 
ed in the pardon of finners. In 
this way Jehovah has manifeited 
the higheft refpe&t for his holy 
law, and his fixed determination 
to fupport the authority and dig- 
nity of his moral government. 
And by fparing not his own Son, 
when in the room of finners, he 
has clearly evinced his inflexible, 
impartial juftice and oppofition a- 
gainft fin, and his determination 
to punifh and difcountenance it. 

Having made thefe obfervations 
upon the nature and defign of the 
atonement, we fhall proceed to 
fhew, from various confiderations, 
that this atonement is infinitely full 
or fufficient for all mankind. 

1. This is evident from the in- 





finite dignity and excellence of the 
Saviour, and from the natute of the 
atonement. ‘The Saviour, as has 
been already obferved, was in his 
divine nature God over all, one 
with the Father, and equal with 
him in all divine perfe€tion. And 
being thus a perfon of infinite dig- 
nity and worth, it gave an infinite 
value or efficacy to his obedience, 


fufferings and death, and thus ren- 


dered his atonement infinitely full. 
The obedience, fufferings and 
death of fuch an infinite perfon- 
age did more to magnify and fup- 
port the law and government of 
God, and to manifeft his abhor- 
rence of fin, than would the eter- 
nal punifhment of all the finful 
race of man. It is therefore evi- 
dent, that this atonement mutt be 
abundantly fufficient for the fal- 
vation of mankind, if they would 
but receive it. To deny its infi- 
nite fullnefs or efficacy, muft be 
derogating from the infinite dig- 
nity and excellence of the Saviour. 
The atonement does not lay God 
under obligations to {inners to 
fave any of them; but it opens 
the way, fo that he can, confill- 
ently withhislaw and government, 
difpenfe his grace, to whom he 
pleafes, and can be juit, and yet 
“the juftifier of him which be- 
lieveth in Jefus.”’ 

2. It appears from exprefs de- 
clarations of fcripture, that Chrift 
has died for all mankind, or has 
made an atonement fufficient for 
all.—Thus it is declared, “* That 
he by the grace of God fhould 
tafte death for every man, and 
that he is the Saviour of all men, 
efpecially of thofe that believe.” 
Thefe paflages clearly teach, that 
the Saviour has died or made a- 
tonement for all mankind, and it 
feems, that the lait of them can- 
not rationally be underltood in any 
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other fenfe. For it exprefsly de- 
clares, that he is the Saviour, not 
of thofe who believe only, but of 
all men in diftin@tion from thefe. 
Therefore his atonement muft 
have had refpeét to all the human 
race. Accordingly Chrift is call- 
ed “ The Lamb of God which 
taketh away the fin of the world ; 
and the Saviour of the world.” 
The apoftle John, addrefling 
Chrittians, fays, ** He is the pro- 
pitiatien for our fins, and not for 
ours only, but alfo for the fins of 
the whole world.”? Here alfo 
Jefus Chrift is declared to be the 
propitiation for the fins of the 
whole world, in diftin@tion from 
thofe of believers.—Thele, and 
other fimilar paflages teach in the 
cleareft manner, that Chriit has 
made an atonement for all man- 
kind, or for the whole world. It 
feems hardly poffible for words to 
exprefs this fentiment more clearly 
than it is exprefied in thefe paf- 
fages ; and fome of them will not 
admit of any other fenfe, without 
a very forced, unnatural conftruc- 
.iOn. 


Should it be faid, that fuch ex- | 


preffions as a// men, the world, &c. 
mult fometimes be underftood in 
a limited or rettricted fenfe ; it 


may be anfwered, that it is an | 
eftablifhed, invariable rule, that | 


ail phratfes or paflages of {cripture 
are to be underitood in their moft 
plain, eafy and literal import, un- 
lefs the connection, the general ana- 
logy of faith, or fome other necef- 
fary confiderations require a differ- 
entfenfe. But in the prefent cafeit 
does not appear, that any of thefe 
confiderations require, that thefe 
paffages fhould be underfteod in 
any other than their plain, natural 
meaning. On the contrary, there 
are many weighty, unanfwerable 
reafons for underitanding them in 


their moft plain and literal import. - 
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And it is with great difficulty, 
that fome of thefe paflages can be 
underftood in any other fenfe, 

3. That the atonement is fuf. 
ficient for all mankind, is evident 
from the confideration, that the 
calls, invitations and offers of the 
gofpel are addreffed to all, with. 
out exception, in the moft exten. 
five language.—It is faid, ** Look 
unto me, and be ye faved, all the 
ends of the earth. Whofoever 
| will, let him take the water of 
life freely. Ho, every one that 
thirfteth, come ye to the waters, 
and he that hath no money: come 
ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy 
wine and milk without money, 
|and without price. Go, and 
| preach the gofpel to every crea- 
| ture.” The preachers of the 
_gofpel are directed to tell their 
| hearers, that all things are ready 
—that all may come, who will, 
| and are to invite and urge all, to 
_ come to the gofpel feaft and freely 
partake of the bleflings of falva- 
tion. But how could the offer 
of falvation be confiftently thus 
made to all without any limita- 
tion ; if the atonement was fuffi- 
cient but for a part or for the 
| elect only? On this fuppofition 
_ it could not with truth and pro- 





| priety be faid to all, that all things 
are ready, plentiful provifions are 
made for all, and whofoever will, 
may come. Were a featt, fufficient 
but for 50 provided; could we 
confiftently fend invitations to a 
1000, and tell them that a plenti- 
ful feaft was prepared, and that 
all things were ready for their en- 
tertainment, if they would but 
come ? Would not fuch an invi- 
tation appear like a deception? 
If fo, then the offer and invitation 
of the gofpel could not have been 
madc to all without difcrimination, 
as they are ; if there was no atone- 
ment but for a part. As there- 
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fore the invitations of the gofpel 
are thus addrefled to all, it is a 
proof that Chrift has made an 
atoriement for all mankind. 

Again, the {cripture reprefents, 
that there is no difficulty in the 
way of the falvation of the impen- 
itent, bat what arifes from their 
own oppofition of heart or will. 
Thus the Lord Jefus fays to the 
unbelieving Jews, “ Ye will not 
come unto me, that ye may lrave 
life. O Jerufalem, Jerufalem, 
how often would I have gathered 
thy children—and ye would not.”’ 
In the parable of the marriage 
fupper, it is reprefented, that 
there was rio difficulty in the way 
to prevent thofe who were invit- 
ed, from partaking of the featt, 
but their own uawillingnefs to 
come. But if there was no atonc- 
ment made but for thofe only who 
are faved ; then there would be 
an informountable difficulty in the 
way of the falvation of all others, 
afide from the one arifing from 
their own oppofition of heart. 
As therefore the {cripture teaches, 
that there is no difficulty in the 
way of the falvation of any under 
the gofpel, but what arifes from 
their own unwillingnefs, or wick- 
ed oppofition of heart, it is mani- 
felt, that there is an atonement 
for all. 

4. The word of God teaches, 
that it is the duty ofall, who are 
acquainted with the gofpel, to 
believe in the Lord Jefus, and 
truft in him as their Redeemer, and 
that they are very criminal for neg- 
lecting to do this.—It is therefore 
declared in the faered feriptures, 
that it is the command of God, 
“that we fhould believe on the 
name of his Son Jefus Chrift, 
and that thofe, who believe not, 
are- condemned already, becaufe 
they have not believed on thename 
of the oaly begotten Son of God.” 
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But on the fuppofition, that 
Chriit has made no atonement for 
thofe, who perillr ; how can it 
be their duty to beiieve on, and res 
eeivée him as their Saviour ? Or, 
how can they be juitly condemned 
for not doing it, when he has 
made no atonement for them ? 

Iurther, if the atonement is 
made forthe elect only, how can 
a preacher be warranted to make 
the offers of falvation to any, or 
to urge them to receive the Sav- 
iour ; ualefs he knows, that they 
are of that particylar number, for 
whom Chnilt died ? Orhow can 
aay, unlefs they know, that they 
are of this number, be authorifed 
totruft in him for falvation ?. The 
fubjett, upon the fuppofition of a 
partial atonement, certainly ap-. 
pears to be attended with fome dit- 
ficulties in thefe refpe¢ts.—Theic 
confiderations afford additional 
proof, that theatonement was made 
for all mankind. 

It is manifett from the various 
reafons which have beenfuggefted, 
that the atonement of Jefus Chrilt 
is infinitely full, or fufficient for 
the falvation of all mankind, if 
they would but cordially receive 
it, and that the want of fuch an 
atonement, is ot the reafon, why 
all are not faved. 

But it may be here remarked, 
that it will not follow, that be« 
caufe the atonement is fufficient 
for all, therefore all will be faved. 
—The atonement does nothing 
more than merely epen a“way of 
falvation, fo that God can confif- 
tently fhew mercy to whom he 
pleafes, and juftify all, who~ be- 
lieve in Chrift Jefus. But it.does 
not enfure the falvation of any, 
unlefs they comply with the terms 
of the gotpel. It will no more 


follow, that all will be faved,- bes 


caufe the atonement is fufficient: 
for all, than it would, that all 
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would eat of the marriage fupper 
in the parable, becaufe it was fuf- 
ficient for) all, and all were invi- 
ted. This parable was defigned 
to reprefent the gofpel and its in- 
vitations. As thofe, who neg- 
lected the invitation, never tafted 
of the fupper, altho’ the provi- 
fions were plentiful for all ; fo the 
{fcriptures teach, that many will 
not comply with the terms and in- 
vitations of the gofpel, and par- 
take of its bleffings, altho the 
atonement is abundantly fufficient 
for all. For the Saviour declares, 
ihat ‘¢ many are called, but few 
are chofen, and {trait is the gate 
and narrow is the way which lead- 


eth unto life, and few there be | 


that find it.” 

Neither will it follow, that part 
of the atonement will belott, if it 
is fufficient for all mankind, and 
yet but part are a¢tually faved. 

Forit appears from the nature of 
jin, andof the atonement, and from 
the charaéter of the Saviour, that 
the fame infinite atonement, which 
is neceflary for the pardon of one 


jinner, will anfwer for the falva- | 


tion of the whole human race. It 


is certain from fcripture, that fin | 
is infinitely evil and criminal, be- | 


caufe it is threatened with an ev- 
erlafting or infinite punifhment. 
Not one finner therefore could be 
pardoned without an atonement of 
infinite value and efficacy, or with- 
out the fufferings and death of 
the Lord Jefus, a perfon of infi- 
mite dignity. And his obedience, 
fufferings and death, have done 


more to magnify and fupport God’s | 
law—toeflablith his moral govern. | 
ment, and to condemn aid dif- | 


countegance fin; than would the 
everlafting fufferings of all man- 
kind,. This fame infinite 2tone- 
ment therefore, which was necef- 
fary, that God might confiftemtly 
pardon ons finner, would alfo re 
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der it confiftent for him to pan 
don and fave all the numerous mil- 
lions of Adam’s race, if he faw 
fit. It cannot then be faid, that 
fome part of the atonement is 
loft, if all are not faved, fince the 
fame infinite atonement which will 
anfwer for all, is neceffary for the 
falvation of but one. 

Or even if this were not the 
cafe, yet it would not follow, that 
part of the atonement was loft or 
| ufelefs, becaufe all were not fa. 
‘ved. For the infinite fulnefs or 
| fufficiency of the atonement may 
| anfwer other important ends be- 
' fides the falvation of finners. It 
_may tend to difplay the infinite 
riches of divine grace—to mani- 
| feft the infinite dignity and wor- 
| thinefs of the Saviour—to render 
| it confiftent for the invitations of 
the gofpel to be addreffed to all, 
and thus to fhew the exceeding 
evil and obftinate nature of fin, 
and the great depravity of the hu- 

man heart, in rejecting the Sav- 

iour, and to render the impeniteut 
wholly inexcufable, fince there is 
now evidently nothing in the way 
of their falvation but their own 
wilful oppofition of heart. And 
in this way it will tend to glorify 
| the juftice of God in the everlaft- 
ing condemnation of the wicked, 
and to magnify his grace in the 
falvation of the ele&t. Thefe and 
| other important ends are anfwer- 
ed by the infinite atonement of 
the Lord Jefus; and therefore it 
will not be loft or ufelefs, the 
but part of mankind are faved. 
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7 enquiry may now be, 
| in what fenfe may true 
| Chriftians be faid to be dead ? 
| The apoftle fays of himfelf, when 
ithe commandment came, fin re- 
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vived, and J died. Again, I am 
crucified with Chrift. In his 
Epiftle to the Chriftians at Coloffe, 
he fays, ye are dead, &c. Now 
all true Chriftians may be faid to 
be dead to fin. They are dead, 
as the old man, the body of fin, 
is crucified, Rom. vi. 6. Know- 
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fin—that is, he who is dead to it, 
as all true faints are, is freed from 
its rule and dominion ; as the fer- 
vant who is dead, is freed from his 
matter. In a word, all fuch hate 
fin; it has been fo effeétually im- 


| bittered to them, that they never 
| more return to the conftant prac- 


ing this, that our old man is cru- | tice and fervice of it. 


cified with him, that the body of | 


fin might be deftroyed, that hence- 


forth we fhould not ferve fina. | 


Not that the body of fin is entire- 


2. The true believer is alfo 
dead to the world. The apoftle 
fays, by Chrift, or by the crofs of 
Chrift, the world was crucified to 


ly deftroyed, immediately upon | him, and he to the world, Gal. 


believing in Chrift; but it has | 
received its death’s blow ; a fatal | 
wound. The death of the crofs | 


was a flow, lmgering, but fure 
death ; fuch is the mortification | 
of fin in believers; though the 
body of fin will have life to ftrug- 
gle and itrive againit grace in the 
foul through life, yet at the natu- 





ral death of the body this will 
be completely deftroyed, forever | 
done away. And then, fuch are | 
dead to fin, as they do not live any | 
longer in it, as the apottle declares. | 
It is true, they do not live without | 
fin ; but they do not live tm fin— | 
that is, they do not live in it as : 
their element, as once they did. | 
The ax is fo laid at the root of | 
corruption, that they not only 


ceafe from the allowed a&s of | 
= 7 > i 
lin, but have the vicious habits | 
} and mammon. 


and inclinations weakened, and, 
in a fenfe, deftroyed. And in- 
deed, when grace is in due exer- 
cife, and fo far as they are fanéti- 
fied, they are as indifferent to the 
pleafures and delights of fin, as a 
man who is dying is to his former 
diverfions. This may be laid 
down as a fure maxim, that tho 
fin may remain as an outlaw, 
tho it may opprefs as a tyrant, yet 
ft docs not reign as a king, who 
is cheerfully obeyed, in any fanc- 


tified foul. The Holy Ghoft 


fays, he who is dead, is free from 





vi. 14. And this temper of weau- 
ednefs from the world was not 
peculiar to the apoftle ; tho he, 
doubtlefs, pofleffed it in an emi- 
nent degree ; but it is the temper 
of all the godly more or lefs. 
The term world, ufed by the a- 
poftle, may include fenfual pleaf- 
ures, and the riches, honors and 
dignities of the world; aad to 
thefe they are all fo far dead, that 
they do not place their fupreme 
affe€tions on them. This may 
appear from the apoftle’s particu- 
lar direGtion and injunction, to 
which as obedient children they 
hearken, 1 John, ii.15-—Love not 
the world, neither the things that 
are in the world; for if any man 


| leve the world, the love of the 


Father is not in him. Our Sav- 
iour fays, ye cannot ferve God 
The faints love 
God fupremely ; which fhews, 
that they are, in fome good meaf- 
ure, dead to the world. The 
apoftle gives it as the undoubted 
charaéter of all real Chriflians, 
that they overcome the world, 
and fays, this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even your 
faith. Faith, which isa ruling 
principle in them, works tm and 
by love to God and Chriit, and 
thus withdraws them from the 
love of the world. It ts to be 
acknowledged, that faints, in gen- 
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eral, are not fo dead to the world 
as they ought to be ; and at times 
the world may have too great af- 
cendancy in their hearts ; but yet, 
they will, fooner or later, be of a 
more defirable and gofpel temper 
of mind: they are in the way to 
be completely dead to the world: 
this muft be the cafe, in that we 
are aflured, if any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is 
not in him. 

3. ‘True believers are dead to 
the law—as the apottle affirmed 
himfelfto be. -It is faid of Chrif- 
tians, in the Epiflle to the Ro- 
mans, wherefore, my brethren, ye 
alfo are become dead to the law 
by the body of Chrit. Here let 
it be obferved, they are not dead 
to the law asarule of life; it 
till remains in force as fuch; and 
it is their fincere endeavor prac- 
tically to conform to it. 

And they are dead to the law, 


as to all hope and expectation of | 
iuftification, pardon and falvation | 


by it; believing that divine decla- 
vation, by the deeds of the law 
thall no flefh living be juflified in 
the fight of God. ‘They are 
thoroughly fenfible, that juttifica- 
tion is not to be expected by the 
works of the law, in as much as 
none can perform a perfect obe- 
dience to it, which is neceflary to 
inftification by it. The many 
declarations in the facred oracles 
of the unattainablenefs of eternal 
life this way cannot fail of gain- 
ing their affent. 
hef in this matter is fomething 
more than a hiftorical, or doftrinal 
belief, ike that of unregenerate 
men ; tlicy have had a fenfe of 
it impreffed on their hearts. That 
in the apotlle’s cafe may be appli- 
ed to them, I was alive without 
the law once; but when the com- 
mmandment came,’ fin revived, and 


{died They have heen Min by 


Defeription of Saints. 


And their be- | 
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the law ; been brought to defpair 
of ever obtaining falvation by the 
deeds of it. And indeed, they 
do not defire it this way; the 
choofe to. be juftified and faved 
according to the gofpel fcheme, 
even by faith n Chnitt ; and have 
embraced him in this way, and to 
this end. Thus we fee, ina fum- 
mary manner, how all true Chrif- 
tians may be faid to be dead. 
The laft queftion that remains 
to be difcuffed 1s, how faints may 
be faid to be alive. After the 
apollle mentions his being cruci- 
fied with Chrift, he fays, never. 
thelefs, J live! &c. And he fays 
to the Coloffians, your Af is hid 
with Chrift. Other paflages of 
like import might be adduced. 
What a myfterious life mutt this 
be, that when they are dead, they 
itill live! But the myftery will 
be unfolded, when we confider, 
that they live in a fpiritual fenfe, 
having a {piritual, fupernatural 
and heavenly life infufed and im- 
planted in them, by which they 
live to God and Chrift; which 
alfo is the way to eternal life. 
Sanétification confifts in two 
things, viz. dying to fin and liv- 
ing to righteoufnefs. The apof- 
tle, {peaking of this life of believ- 
ers, fays, reckon ye alfo yourfelves 
to be dead indeed unto fin; but 
alive unto God, through Jefus 
Chriit our Lord.—The love of 
Ged, reigning in the heart, is the 
life of the foul towards him. 
The affeétions and detires are alive 
towards him. Such are alive to 
God’s honor and glory as their 
end, and live by his word and will 
as their rule. When grace is 
lively and ative, they have their 
eye ever towards him. They 
have a principle of divine life in 
them, which will be in them as a 
well of living water, {priaging up 





into life eternal. But it may not 
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be amifs.to notice here, that they 
are thus-alive through Fefus Chrift 
our Lord. There is no fuch 
thing as living to God, but thro 
him. He isthe mediator. There 
can be no fpiritual bleffings re- 
ceived from, or acceptable regards 
to him, but in and through Chritt ; 
through him as the head from 


Thofe who thus live, yield them- 
felves to God, as infpiration ex- 
prefles it, as thofe who are alive 
from the dead.— The very life and 
being of holinefs confiits in the 
dedication of  ourfelyes to the 
Lord, 2 Cor. vill. 5. And then, | 


thofe who are thus alive, are wil- | 
ling to have the members of the | 


body, as well as foul, improved 





} 


' 
; 


for God, as the apoftle dire&s, | 
yield your members as inflruments of | 
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attempt to blend and confound 
virtue with vice, by denying the 
diftintion between moral good 
and evil. 


2. May we not conclade that 


/many are dead in the fenfe in 
. which natural men have been re- 


prefented to be? Are they not aw- 


fully ftupid and wretchedly fecure 
whom they derive vital influence. | 


in fin? Were they not void of 


moral goodnefs as a ftock or a 


ftone ; yea, had they not hearts of 


| flone, would they indulge them- 


felves in fin, and give themfelves 
that latitude in iniquitous courfes 
that they do? Would they live 
fo fearlefs of God, unaffected with 
the denunciations of his wrath, 
and remain deaf to the alluring 
calls of the bleffed Jefus? And 
do not the vain hopes and ground- 
lefs confidence which multitudes, 


righteoufnefs unto God. A lite | under the gofpel, maintain, evi- 
devoted to God, as theirs iss is a | dence, that they are both dead 
new life ; prior to this, /e/f was | and afive, as has been fuggelted ? 


their higheft and chief end ; but 
now God and his glory.—They 
make him the centre of their ac- 
tions :—thev aim and endeavour 
to comply with that apottolic di- 
rection, ** Whether ye eat, or 
drink, or whatever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God.” I might 
obferve that the Chriftian 4ves in 
the exercife of grace ; fur he 
is not (ftrittly fpeaking) lively, 
when grace is inactive.—And yet 
the lively actings, vigor, growth 
and comforts of grace, are not 
from himfelf ; but when thefe fa- 
vors are experienced, he mult give 
thanks to that God, to whom he 
is entirely indebted for them ; 
faying, not unto us, not unto us, 
but to thy name be all the praife. 

I fhall clofe with a few reflec- 
tions.—-1. Do the facred oracles 
make fuch a remarkable diltinc- 
tion of chara€ters among men ? 
then how glaring the folly, as 
well as wickednefs, of thofe who 





3. The above obfervations may 
afford a rule by which all may 
try themfelves, and by which pro- 
feffors of religion /hould try and 
examine themfelves, whether or 
not they be true Chriftians. 

4: _Impenitent finners havecarfe 
to be alarmed at their condition. 
Such are in the broad road to de- 
ftruGtion, and yet awfully iafen~ 
fible of theirdanger. If perfons 
will harden themfelves againf 
God, under all the light which 
the gofpel affords, how hazard- 
ous mutt be their fituation ! And 
we may learn the delufory and in- 
fatuating nature of fin, from per- 
fens flattering themfelves that 
they are alive, rich and increafed 
in goods, when they are nigh un- 
to curfing. 

5. From what has been no- 
ticed, we may infer, how incum- 
bent it is on all to be dead to fin, 
and to the world, as has been re- 
marked. 
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6. Hence we may infer, that 
if we are by nature fuch depraved, 
finful creatures as has been repre- 
fented, none have any caufe to be 
proud of any worldly advantages, 
or outward dittinfions ; of ho- 
nors, or titles from men.—Are 
they called Rabbi, Rabbi, how 
very watchful fhould they be over 


their own hearts left they be in- | 
fe&ted with that fecret poifon, | 
pride ? Who would be elated on 
_ apottle, viz. For the love of Chritt 
ly confider, that by nature he is | 


any account whatever, did he du- 


altogether as an unclean thiag, 
and his iniquities like the wind 
have taken him away ? 


to reflec upon their fad and de- 
plorable ftate during 
{trangement from God. 


This 


might anfwer feveral good purpo- 
fes: It might ferve to keep them 
humble, and hide pride from 


them. Saints are not out of 
danger of fpiritual pride—fuch 
frequent reflection upon their for- 
mer condition, and that tremen- 
dous fhipwreck which they have 
fo narrowly efcaped, would tend 
to keep them low and felf-abafed. 
They would do well to coafider 
that, by the grace of God they 


are what they are ; aud that they | 


have no caufe for boafting, in 


that they are fo happily and glo- | 


f from the 
world that lieth in wickednefs ; 
but that it is all of free, rich and 
fovereign grace in God. And 
this may ferve alfo to infpire them 
with gratitude to their kind and 
bountiful Benefactor, tor raifing 
them from fpiritual death to life. 
What was ihe {pring of the apof- 


rioufly diftinguifhed 


it not meditating on this delight- 


ture, Fefus, who delivered us from 


the aurath to come ! oo again, me- 


Derves and Lavarus, 





their e-. 
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ditating on their recovery would 
tend to animate and quicken them 
in their Chriftian courfe and war. 
fare ; and alfo excite them to 
bear, with patience and Chrittian 
fortitude, the affli€tions and trials 
which, in divine Providence, they 
may be called to experience thro’ 
the courfe of their pilgrimage,— 
From a view of thefe things, will 
not all Chriftians readily and feel. 
ingly adopt the language of the 


conitraineth us, becaufe we thus 
judge, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead : and that he 


| died for all, that they which live, 
7. Thofe who have been made _ 
alive unto God, ought frequently | 


fhould not henceforth live unto 
themfelves, but unto him who di. 
ed tor them, and rofe again. 


ALEPH. 


Diwes and Lazarus. 


Truths of the moft folemn in. 
portance exhibited in a clear and 
itriking light, by Chrift’s account 
of the prefent and future ftate of 
the Rich Man and Lazarus. 


“ HERE was a certain rich 

man, which was clothed 
in purple and fine linen, and fared 
fumptuoufly every day. And 
there was a certain beggar named 
Lazarus, which was laid at his 
gate, full of fores, and defining 
to be fed with the crumbs which 
fell from the rich man’s table : 


| moreover the dogs came and lick- 


ed his fores. And it came to 


| pafs that the beggar died, and 
| was carried by the angels into A- 


braham’s bofom : the rich man 


| alfo died, and was buried ; and in 
| hell he lifted up his eyes, being in 
tle’s grateful praife to God? Was | 
j | far off, and Lazarus in his bofom. 
tul theme ? He breaks ont in rap- | 


torments, and feeth Abraham a- 


And he cried and faid, Father A- 


braham, have mercy on me ; and 
fend Lazarus, that he may dip 
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the tip of his finger in water, and 
cool my tongue ; for I am tor- 
mented inthis flame... But Abra- 
ham faid, Son, remember that 
thou in thy life time receivedft 
thy good things, and likewife 
Lazarus evil things : but now he 
is comforted, and thou art tor- 
mented. And befides all this, 
between us and you there is a 
great gulf fixed: fo that they 
which would pafs from hence to 
you cannot ; neither can they 
pafs to us that would come from 
thence.” Luke xvi. 19—26. 

The rich man, here defcribed, 
is fuch a one as the world is apt to 
think and call happy. Pofleffed 
of alarge eftate, he gave full fcope 
to his inclinations and appetites in 
the enjoyment of ix. He cloth- 
ed himfelf in purple and fine lin- 
en, the rich, the gay and {plen- 
did drefs of a nobleman or prince ; 
and daily ate and drank of the 
beit. 

The beggar, on the other hand, 
is here defcribed as one of the 
moft pitiful objeéts, in the moit 
abje& and pitiful condition, as to 
the things of this world, that can 
well be conceived. He was not 
only a beggar, totally without 
money or food, or any way to 


fubfift himfelf except by beg- | 


ging ; but alfo covered with 
ulcerous fores, painful and naufe- 
ous, which rendered him incapa- 
ble of travelling or moving him- 
felf from houfe to houfe, to foli- 
cit the food neceflary for his fub- 
fiftence. He was, therefore, 
brought and laid at the rich man’s 
gate, requefting that he might be 
fed, at leaft, with the crumbs 
which fell from his table. The 
rich man, for aught that appears, 
was deftitute of all compatlionate 
feclings towards him, and treated 
him with total negle@t. But the 
dogs, as tho’? more compaflionate 
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than this fon of wealth and plea- 
fare, came and licked his fores. 
How vatt was the difference in 
the appearance and vilible circum- 
ftances of thefe two men ! How 
ftriking and affeting the con- 
traft !—-But mark the fequel. 
The beggar, as might be exne4t- 
ed, died: and with his mortal 


| life ended ail his fufferings. For 


his foul, releafed from his mortal 
body, was conduéted by a convoy 
of angels to the heavenly man- 
fions, and placed next to Abra- 
ham, as one leaning on his bofom, 
to partake with him in the ref 
and unmingled joy and happinefs 
of that bleffed world, wherethere 
is no more death, nor forrow, nor 
crying, nor pain ; but fulnefs of 
joy and pleafures forevermore. 
The rich man likewife died. 
His va eftate, his riches and 
fplendid drefs and fumptuous fare, 
could not ward off the fhafts of 
death, or prolong his life a mo- 
ment beyand the appointed time. 
He died, and was buried—proba- 
bly with ail the pomp and parade 
cultomary at the funerals of the 
rich and the great. And there 
ended all his glory ; all his happi- 


nefs, all his comfort, then came to 





a perpetual end. From the fum- 
mit of earthly wealth and plea- 
fure, he was plunged in the aby/s 
of woe and mifery. For in hell 
he lifted up his eves, being in tor- 
ments. And to aggravate his 
diftrefs and anguifh, he had a view 
of the mantfions or ftate of the 
righteous, at a vaft diftance. 
There he beheld Abraham, from 
whom he defcended according to 
the fiefh; and by virtue of this re- 
lation and of the covenant made 
with this father of the faithful, he 
probably, like many of the Jews, 
had vainly imagined his happinefs 
was fecured, though he walked 
' not in his iteps and did not his 
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works. There he likewife faw | Tho’ he was a fon of Abraham 


the poor beggar Lazarus, whom 
he had before feen in the moft 
wretched condition at his gate, 
without being moved to compaf- 
fion, reclining with comfort and 
joy on Abraham’s bofom. 

Thefe reprefentations, however, 
as well as the following dialogue, 
are to be underftood not in the 
ftri&t, literal fenfe. For the body 
of the rich man, and alfo of Laz- 
arus, and of Abraham, were in 
their graves. Only their fouls 
had yet entered the invifible world. 
Thefe reprefentations, or defcrip. 
tions, are therefore figurative, in 
which the happinefs of the one, 
and the mifery of the other, are 
reprefented by images taken from 
the body, and fuch things as mott 
fenfibly affect it with pleafure or 
pain. The rich man’s foul upon 
quitting thebody and entering the 
other world, was filled with fuch 
racking dillrefs and anguifh, as 
may be reprefented to our minds, 
by his being fuddenly plunged in- 
to a flaming fire, and there lifting 
up his eyes in the moft excruciat- 


ing pains, and feeing at a vatt | 


dittance his great progenitor A- 
braham, and the beggar, who 
formerly lay at his gate, lodged 
with fafety and happmefs in Abra- 
ham’s bofom, 

In this fituation he would have 
been glad of the leaf alleviation 
to his unceafing and infupportable 
torments, even from one, whom 
he had before fo much defpifed, 
and. treated with fuch neglect and 
contempt, as the poor beggar 
Lazarus; tho’ the relief fhould be 
no greater than might be produc- 
ed, by a man’s dipping the tip of 
his finger in water, and therewith 
touching the tongue of one tor- 
mented in the flame of a tremenad- 
ous fires But this*favor, finall as 
it may feem, could not be granted. 


according to the fleth, and as fuch 
had been favored with peculiar 
privileges in this world; yet he 
had been totally unlike to Abra- 
ham, in regard to faith in God, 
and obedience to his commands, 
and feeking a better heavenly 
country. He was of a felfith and 
worldly fpirit, and employed his 
large eftate for the gratification of 
his pride and vanity, and fenfual 
appetites, to the neglect of piety 
towards God, and jutftice and 
mercy towards men. Therefore, 
when by death, he was cut off and 
removed from his earthly inherit- 
ance, on which his heart had been 
fet, and in which he took np his 
reft as the moft defirable and chief 
good to him, and which he had 
perverted and abufed to the vilett 
felfifh purpofes, inftead of impror- 
ing it to the glory of God, in do- 
ing good and being ufeful accord- 
ing to the directions of the divine 
word ; he was cut off from a! 
| good forever : and nothing remain- 
| ed for him, but to reap the bitter 
| fruits of his folly and fin in unceal- 
ing torments. 

Lazarus, on the other hand, 
who was in circumftances of ex- 
treme poverty and great affliétion 
in this world, was, neverthelefs, 
a true fon of Abraham according 
to the fpirit, an heir, an inheritor 
of his faith and patience. He be- 
lieved in the God of Abraham, 
loved him, and put his truft in 
him, and ferved him in fincerity 
and in truth, bearing with. pa- 
tience and calm fubmiffion, the 
fore afflictions, which God, in his 
holy and fovereign difpofals, called 
him to endure. For his heart, 
like Abraham’s, was fet upon the 
heavenly country, and the glori- 
ous inheritance there provided and 
fecurely laid up for the faithful. 
Therefore, when death releafed 
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him from the evils of this prefent 
world, he had nothing more to 
fuffer. He was removed from all 
evil forever, and placed high above 
its reach, in a ftate of reft and 
comfort, joy and happinefs with- 
out alloy. Such, fo vaft and in- 
finitely interefting is the difference 
between the prefent and the fu- 
ture ftate of the wicked, and of 
the righteous. At death, the one 
paffes, on a fudden, from all the 
comfortable enjoyments and fond 
hopes and expeétations, which 
are here experienced, into a ftate 
of as infupportable pain and tor- 
ment, as if he was plunged into a 
flaming fire and fupported in ex- 
iftence with all his fenfes in full 
vigor, and capable of recolleCting 
and refle&ting upon his patt life, 
privileges and enjoyments, and 
knowing that they are complete- 
ly gone forever, whilft the leatt 
alleviation to his prefent torment 
is utterly unattainable. 

The other is at once removed 
from all the evils—from all the 
fins and forrows, doubts and fears, 
trials and temptations, affli€tions 
and fufferings of the prefent life, 
and lodged with fafety in the 
manfions of peace and comfort, 
reft and happinefs, far above the 
reach of every evil forever. Nor 
is there any room for the latter to 
fear, that at fome future period 
he may lofe his prefent happinefs, 
or exchange it for the oppofite 
flate of torment ; or for the other 
to alleviate the anguifh of his heart 
by the diflant hope of pafling, at 
fome future period, from his pre- 
fent ftate of torment to the blefled 
abodes of the righteous. For 
when Abraham had informed the 
rich man that he had received his 
good things in his life time, and 
Lazarus evil things; but now 
Lazarus was comforted and he 
tormented,—in language moft na- 
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turally and evidently importing, 
that the one in his life time re- 
ceived the whole of his portion of 
good, all that he was ever to en- 
joy, and nothing but torment 
remained for him ; and that the 
other likewife received in his life 
time all his evil things, and no- 
thing more of evil remained for 
him, but unmingled comfort or 
happinefs ; for the more explicit 
and unequivocal declaration of 
this folemn truth, the more deep- 
ly to imprefs it on the mind, and 
to cut off all hope of relief, or of 
ever pafling from the ftate of mif- 
ery to the oppofite ftate of happi- 
nefs, he added, ** And befides all 
this, between us and you there is 
a great gulf fixed: fo that they 
who would pafs from hence to 
you cannot ; neither can they 
pafs to us that would come from 
thence.” 

The feparation between the 
righteous and the wicked, the hap- 
py and the miferable, in the future 
ftate, is fixed, eftablifhed, fo as to 
render all pafling from the one to 
the other utterly impoflible. This 
is reprefented by the figure of a 
great gulf, a vaft chafm, over 
which no creature can poflibly 
pafs, fixed between their refpect- 
ive places of refidence. By the 
unalterable decree and irreverfible 
fentence of God, the line of fepa- 
ration is fixed and impaflable ; fo 
that if we might fuppofe any of 
the happy to have fuch compaf- 
fionate feelings towards their fel- 
low creatures in torment, as to be 
willing to go to them to adminif- 
ter fome alleviation to their pains, 
it is not in their power to do it. 
Nor, on the other hand, is it pof- 
fible for thofe in the place of tor- 
ment, tho they fhould be ever fo 
defirous of it, to pafs over to the 
bleffed abode of the righteous, to 
partake in their happinefs. This 
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appears to be the inftruction moft 
dire€tly held forth in the words— 
as tho they had been uttered on 
purpofe to guard us againft the 
vain and impious doétrine of pre- 
fumptuous men, that the wicked, 
after fuffering a while in hell, or 
in purgatory, will be releafed from 
their torments, and ge over to 
partake with the righteous in the 
everlafting happinefs of heaven. 
However finners in their life time 
may fondly hope or imagine, that 
fuch an event will or may poflibly 
take place ; yet, when they enter 
the other world, they will find it 
a vain, prefumptuous, delufive 
imagination, iffluing in the horrors 
of complete defpair. 

But how do we know this ?— 
By the plain declarations of the 
word of God, the only medium 
by which we have any certain 
knowledge of a future ftate and 
itsimportant concerns. —But what 
if there is a great gulf fixed be- 
tween heaven and hell, which is 
now impaflible ? Abraham did 
not exprefsly fay it would always 
be fo: he did not affirm that the 
time would never come, when this 
gulf fhould be removed or filled 
up, and a paflage opened from hell 
to heaven. How then do we 
know but that this may yet be the 
cafe ?—The whole that Abra- 
ham is here reprefented as faying, 
according to the moft plain and 
obvious import of his words, was 
adapted and defigned to teach the 
rich man in torments, that his 
cafe was de/perate—that his good 
things were all paft and gone for- 
ever—that he was now to look 
for nothing but unceafing tor- 
ments, without the fmalleit con- 
ceivable alleviation—that all hope 
of getting out of the ftate of mif- 
ery, or pafling from it to the op- 
polite flate of happinefs, was vain 
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The gulf which feparated between 
the two ftates was fixed—a word 
very emphatical, in the original, 
importing unalterably and immov- 
ably eftablifhed. ‘Therefore, to in. 
finuate, furmife, or pretend the 
meaning might be, that for the 
prefent the gulf is placed there, 
and renders the paflage impoffible, 
tho at fome future period it ma 
be removed, and a paffable high- 
way eftablifhed out of hell into 
heaven, is manifeftly to pervert 
and wref the words of {cripture. 
Further: The fcriptures bear 
a uniform teftimony to the fame 
truth, in a great variety of ways, 
and terms and modes of expreffion, 
all moft naturally and clearly im- 
porting, and teaching in the moft 
forcible manner, that the punihh- 
ment of the wicked will be ftri4. 


| ly without end. ‘ When a wick. 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 





ed man dieth, his expectation fhall 
erifb.”? According to the plain 
declarations of fcripture, when 
fome, who fleep in the duft of the 
earth, awake to everlafting life, 
others awake to fhame and ever- 
lafting contempt.——Hell, into 
which the wicked are to be caft, 
is the fire which never fhall be 
quenched ; where their worm di- 
eth not, and the fire is not quench- 
ed. Accordingly, when the right- 
eous, after the final fentence of 
the fupreme Judge, enter into life 
eternal, the wicked will go away 
into everlafting punifhment.—It 
had been good for Judas if he 
had not been born—which could 
not be true if he went to heaven 
at his death, or gets there at any 
future time, to inherit endlefs 
glory and happinefs. Thhere is a 
fin which never fhall be forgiven, 
neither in this world, nor in the 
world to come.—There are fomey 
to whom the mift of darknefs is 
referved forever. to whom is 





and groundlefs, for it could not be. | referved the blacknefs of darkne!s 
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forever.—They who know not 
God, and obey not the gofpel, 
fhall be punifhed with everlafting 
deftru€tion.—-T here are fome, the 
f{moke of whofe torment afcendeth 
up forever and ever.—lIn the lake 
of fire and brimftone, all the final- 
ly wicked and impenitent are to 
have their part, which is the fe- 
cond death—a death from which 
the {criptures no where intimate 
any redemption or deliverance. 
The beaft and the falfe prophet, 
as well as the devil [bafanisthe- 
fontai} fhall be tormented, in the 
lake of fire and brimftone, day 
and night foreverandever. Rev. 
KX. 10. 

It is moreover worthy of no- 
tice, that the fcriptures in fpeak- 
ing of the future punifhment of 
the wicked, no where reprefent it 
as defigned for their good. They 
never intimate that it is intended, 
like a wholefome medicine or fal- 
utary difcipline, to purge and pu- 
rify them, and fit them for future 
happinefs ; but they reprefent it 
as defigned for their perdition— 
for their deitruétion—for their 
utter and endlefs ruin. 

It is not eafy to conceive how 
the divine teachers of chriftianity, 
and infpired writers of the new 
teftament, could well have declar- 
ed and inculcated the doétrine of 
endlefs punifhment of fuch as die 
in their fins, by the language then 
in ufe, in a more clear, explicit, 
unequivocal, determinate and de- 
cifive manner than they have done. 
To their decifions we muft render 
an implicit and full belief, or re- 
main in the utmoft uncertainty a- 
bout the infinitely important con- 
cerns of a future ftate. For we 
have no certain knowledge re- 
fpecting them, but what is deriv- 
ed from divine revelation. But 
whether we believe or difbelieve, 


ihe word of God abideth forever, 
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and not a tittle of it will fail of 
its accomplifhment. Heaven and 
earth may pafs away, but every 
declaration of the divine word 
will continue eternally true. Eve- 
ry promife will be pun¢tually ful- 
filled, according to its true and 
mott obvious meaning and import ; 
and every threatening will be in 
like manner fully executed ; and 
the future and eternal ftate of 
mankind juft fuch as the ferip- 
tures are plainly defigned to teach 
and declare it fhall be. 

Here then, let us open our 
eyes, and look at our fituation.— 
The fhort and, to us, uncertain 
period of our prefent life, is our 
only probationary ftate for an end- 
lefs eternity. In this fhort peri- 
od our charaéters will be formed 
for endlefs blifs, or endlefs woe.— 
In this life, tho fubjeé&t to nume- 
rous crofles and difappointments, 
calamities and afflictions, we ex- 
perience many comfortable enjoy- 
ments, and the fympathy and kind 
affitance of numerous friends. 
And here, under the moft trying 
circumftances, there is generally 
room for hope of an alteration for 
the better. Yea, if as yet we 
bear the character, againft which 
the awful denunciations of eternal 
wrath are made in the fcriptures 
of truth, there is ftill a poffibility 
that our character may be chang- 
ed—that we may come to repent- 
ance, and pafs from a fate of con- 
demnation to a ftate of pardon 
and acceptance with God, thro 
faith in Chriit Jefus. 

But the moment our eyes are 
clofed in death, an: our fouls quit 
their prefent tabern: — - of the bo- 
dy, our preparatory ftate will be 
at a final end. No effential 
change of charaéter or ftate will 
be any longer poflible. When 
death hath brought any under its 
power, whether they have lived 


Ail 


6 nies eee 





es ea 


~ 














343 Remarks on Matthew xviii. 15 —20. 


feventy years or more, or are cut 
down in the meridian or prime of 
life, or in childhood or youth, 
their character and flate are fixed 
for an endlefs eternity. If they 
die in the Lord, united to Chritt 
and partakers of his fpirit, they 
will partake with him in the glo- 
ry to which he is exalted. But if 
they die out of Chrift, whilft dead 
in trefpaffes and fins, their ftate 
will be fixed in hopelefs mifery. 
In what a critical and alarming 
fituation isevery impenitent Chrift- 
lefs finner, whether old or young ! 
On what a dreadful precipice doth 
every fuch perfon ftand, expofed 
and liable, every moment, to take 
the tremendous leap into the abyfs 
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doctrines of religion, it may be 
generally ufeful to profeffors, and 
efpecially to the churches in the 
new fettlements, to have the dj- 
vine rule of church difcipline, as 
taught by our bleffed Saviour, in 
the 18th of Matthew, fo explain. 
ed as to be eafily underftood by 
every well difpofed perfon. For 
tho the rule, on the firft reading 
of it, appears to defcribe a line of 
practice not to be miftaken ; yet, 
when churches have been brought 
to act upon it, a diverfity in opi- 
nion has frequently arifen; con- 
cerning the real extent and import 
of the rule ; an unhappy divifion 
in the church has been the confe- 
quence, and brotherly love has 


of mifery, from which there will | failed of exciting to that perfever- 
| ing watchfulnefs over every mem- 


be no redemption forever ! 

Is it poffible, that rational crea- 
tures, in this fituation, with their 
eyes open, fhould pafs a day or an 
hour, without great and earnelt 
concern, to obtain or find fecurity 
again{t falling headlong into com- 
plete and interminable mifery ?— 
Whilft there is an opportunity to 
efcape, from which they are con- 
ftantly liable to be completely and 
finally cut off, if they do not im- 
mediately improve it, how is it 
poffible that they fhould be fo in- 
fatuated, as to attend to any thing 
elfe in preference to it? 

ASTHENES. 





The means for reclaiming a back- 


Sliding brother. 
Mess’rs Epitrors, 


INCE the defign of the Con- 
neCticut Evangelical Maga- 
zine, among other ufeful objects, 
is to explain difficult paflages of 
{cripture, and to aflord the Chrif- 
tian church the greateft attainable 
light refpeéting the gofpel rule of 
practice in church government, as 
well as of faith in the important 


| 











ber of the church, which is effen- 
tial to the honor of Chrift, in the 
world ; to the refpectability of 
the church ; and to its growth in 
real holinefs. 

Chritt has given the rule, on the 
principle, that in the moft perfect 
gofpel church, which can be form- 
ed on earth, offences will ordinari- 
ly come. Real Chriftians, at the 
beit, are weak, imperfect crea- 
tures, expofed to error ; and from 
the remaining lufts of the flefh and 
of the eye, the pride of life and 
the infinuating temptations of the 


| great adverfary of fouls, to fall into 


fin, and pierce with frefh wounds 
the dear Redeemer. ‘The glon- 
ous Son of God, therefore, in mer- 
cy to his church, has provided a 
remedy, for the recovery of fuch 
weak, inconfiderate backfliders, 
honorable to himfelf, and pecull- 
arly adapted to humble the offend- 
er, all his days, before God, for 
his fin and folly. This remedy 
confills in the faithful brotherly 
watch of all the members of the 
church over each other, never fuf- 
feringa feandalizing fin to pafs, ina 
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brother, unreproved, For this 
reafon, the faithfulnefs of the 
church, in dealing with an offend- 
ing member, is the higheit pofli- 
ble act of brotherly kindlefs it can 
fhow fuch a perfon, and is a¢ting 
unitedly with the great head of the 
church, in feeking to fave that 
which would otherwife be loft. A 
fheep ttraying from the fold intothe 
wildernefs mult be looked up, and 


brought back to the fold. “There | 


is joy in the prefence of the an- 
gels of God over one finner that 
repentetli.” How great, then, 
muft be the joy not only in the 
prefence of the angels of God, but 
in the prefence of his faints, on 


earth, over the backfliding Chrif- | 


tian, when he repenteth, and hum- 
bleth himfelf before God and the 
world for his fin and folly ; where 


he humbly acknowledges the deep 
wound he has given the cauie of 
the Redeemer, in the world, by 


falling into fin ; and confeffes his 
fhame and guilt with thofe expref- 
five marks of penitent forrow of 
heart, whith carry with them a 
conviction that the love of God 
ftill reigns fupremely in his heart ! 
—Perhaps, no one thing has giv. 

en greater itrength to the enemies 

of God, in oppofing vital religion, 
than the neglect of ftriét church 
difcipline, and the great obitina- 
cy, which is often dilcovered in 
profeffors, (when proved guilty of 
{fcandalous iin) againft publicly 
confefling their guilt and fhame 
before God and his people, in the 
humble, penitent manner, expref- 
five of unfeigned love to their in- 
jured Saviour. How can the 
love of God be in the heart of the 
perfon who is unwilling to do this ? 
How can he be a true friend to 
Jefus, who, when he knows he 
has, by finning, given occafion to 
his enemies to blafpheme his holy 
name, refufes to make the {atis- 
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faction to his injured name as pub- 
lic as the offence hath been ?— 
Whence arifes all this backward- 
nefs to fave the church from dif- 
grace ; the caufe of God from 
contempt ; and the name of the 
adorable Redeemer from the {coff- 
ings of the ungodly, but from 
carnal pride, hypocrify, and hard- 
ened unbelief ? Is this religion ? 
Does it oe to the ‘wad 
rons pn sof 4 hone to Jefus, 
Wwaich . mauv t cannot 
quench, nor the floads drown’ ? 
AL love to him as“ rong as 
death” ? Alas! How far the 
reverfe is fuch uawillingnefs to 
glorify his injured name | Would 
you know how a true faint feels 
and acts when convicted of finning 
in this manner againft an holy 
God ? Read ‘the plaintive 
moans of the backflidiag David, 
which he wrote with his own 
hand, and, that he might give 
energy to the expreffion, defcrib- 
ed in verfe, that all who fhould 
ever hear of the greatnefs of his 
fins, might know his confequent 
ec of foul for them.* 
Remember, as king of Hrael, he 
had power to deitroy the life of 
an offending fubjeét ; yet, how 
meek and humble he was !—How 
overwhelmed with forrow of 
heart and confufion of face, 
when an humble prophet plainly 
told him, * Thou art the man !”” 
Thou haft done this abominable 
wickednefs !—Not an angry word 
fell from his lips,—not a frown 
lowered upon his brow ; but the 
king of Hrael funk down into the 
humble rank of a brother. He 
realized the truth of the divine 
proverb, * Faithful are the wounds 
of a friend ;”? and in the bitter- 
nefs of ie foul he exclaimed, 
‘* [ have finned againft the Lord.” 


* Pfal. 38 and 51. 
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In this humble confeffion the 
faint ftill appeared, in the midft 
of the furrounding darknefs. 
In this humble, unreferved con- 
feffion of his guilt and fhame he 
ftands recorded in the facred page, 
a bright example, for the back- 
fliding Chriftian’s imitation.— 
Hence it becomes important in 
the building up of the church of 
God in the world, that the gof- 
pel rule, for reclaiming backflid- 
ing Chriftians, fhould by all the 
members of the church be well 
underftood, to eftablifh a uniform 
rule of practice. 

The following is an attempt to 
explain the true meaning of Mat. 
xviii. 15th. ‘ Moreover, if thy 
brother fhall trefpafs againft thee, 
go and tell him his fault between 
thee and him alone: if he fhall 
hear thee, thou haft gained thy 
brother.”,—Explanation. If thou 
fhalt know a Chriftian brother to 
be guilty of a fault, and to have 
fcandalized the Chrittian name by 
his fin, goand reprove him for his 
fin in the moft convincing, yet the 
moft gentle manner that thou 
canft ; and that he may feei thy 
love and tender regard to his foul 
in it, let it be done in the mott fe- 
cret manner, between thee and 
him alone. If he will acknow- 
ledge thy kindnefs to him, in this 
Chriftian reproof, it is well, for 
by this means thou haft gained 
thy brother. He will then re- 
turn to the way of his duty ; and 
the friendfhip between thee and 
him will thus be eftablifhed on 
firmer foundations than ever, in 
confequence of this fubftantial 
token of thy impartial fincerity 
and franknefs of temper. 

Queft. What if the offending 
brother deny the charge, or what 
if he acknowledge it ; and yet, re- 
fufe to make fuitable acknowledg- 
ment to God, before me, for his 





fin, I being the only witnefs,— 
fhall I, in fuch a cafe, tell his fin 
to any of the brethren of the 
church, or to any other perfon ?_ 
Anf. No. You ought to keep 
it a profound fecret in your own 
breait ; to let no perfon, on earth, 
know it. But, lamenting the 
hardnefs of fuch a brother’s heart, 
you ought to remind the guilty 
offender of the evil of his fin and 
impenitence as often as you have 
a convenient opportunity ; and to 
pray God to open his eyes, and 
give him repentance. To tell any 
perfon of fuch a fin in a Chriftian 
brother, while his charaéter other. 
wife remained good, would be to 
become a guilty tranfgreflor of a 
divine rule yourfelf. For, it is 
an exprefs command of God, that 
one witnefs fhall never be admitted 
as fufficient to condemn a perfon 
for any iniquity. Deut. xix. 15. 
«¢ One witnefs fhall not rife up a- 
gainft a man for any iniquity, or 
for any fin, in any fin that he fin- 
neth : at the mouth of two wit- 
neffes, or at the mouth of three 
witnefles fhall the matter be eita- 
blifhed.”” The reafon for this 
rule is obvious ; becaufe, in the 
eyes of the church the teftimony 
of one brother is in all refpeéts as 
good as that of another. When 
therefore one charges and the 
other denies, there is a contradic- 
tion between them, but no proof 
which of the two is guilty. It 1s 
therefore wrong to bring a fufpi- 
cion upon a brother’s character, 
when it is well known there can be 
no legal proof of his tranfgreffion. 

Queft. 2d. Have I a might, 
when a brother has penitently con- 
feffed his fin to God, before me, 
[ being the only witnefs, to men- 
tion his fin and confeffion to any 
other perfon? Anf. No. You 
have no right unneceffarily to 
bring a fufpicion upon a brother, 
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er to publifh his failings to the 


world. His penitent confeffion 
has reftored him to your charity, 
and why fhould you make him 
appear weak in the eyes of ano- 
ther ?—Quef. 3d. But, does not 
thecommand to take with thee 
one or two more brethren of the 
church, for witneffes, when the 
offender is obftinate, plainly imply 
that one witnefs is fufficient to 
condemn an offender publicly ? 
Anf. No. The end to be an- 
fwered, by taking thefe perfons 
for witnefles is not to lead the 
fuppofed offender into temptation 
to fin, or to enfnare him by artful 
queftions, when there was no 
proof before againft him. For 
he has a right, if upon trial, to 
plead not guilty, and to require 
proof before confeffion in the fight 
of men. But the end of taking 
thefe brethren for witnefles, 1s 
upon the fuppofition, that, tho 
the church are ignorant of the 
offence of the brother, yet, the 
world can afford fufficient witneff- 
es to prove his wickednefs, and 
are ready to publifh it to the inju- 
ry of the Chriftian name, except 
private fatisfa€tion foon be made. 
They are therefore taken to add 
greater weight to the admonition 
given, to filence his obje€tions and 
bring him to a fenfe of his fault, 
“before it be any further fpread in 
the world, to his injury and the 
difgrace of the Chniftian name ; 
and to prevent difputes, and juf- 
tify the conduct of the aggrieved 
brother, if the matter fhould fi- 
nally be brot before the church, 
fhowing by good evidence, that 


every reafonable ftep was taken to 
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—Explanation. But, if he will 
not confefs his fault, in this pri- 
vate way, then take with thee 
one or two more perfons of char- 
acter and reputation in the church, 
that their prefence mayadd weight 
to the admonition given, and ferve 
to filence his obje€tions, and bring 
him to a fenfe of his fault, and of 
the expediency of preventing its 
further fpread in the world, by an 
humble confeffion of it to God, 
before all offended ; or to prevent 
difputes, and juftify thy condué, 
and be witnefles before the church 
that the firft ftep has been ta- 
ken, according to the direétion in 
the preceding verfe, if the matter 
fhould be brot before the church, 
fince in the mouth of two or three 
witnefles every word may be eftab- 
lifhed more effectually than it 
could otherwife have been. —Ver. 
17. * And if he thall negleé& to 
hear them, tell it unto the church: 
but if he negle& to hear the 
church, let him be unto thee as 
an heathen man and a publican.” 
—Explanation. But, if he fhall 
ftill perfift in his fault, and reje& 
their advice for peace, then tell it 
to the whole church to which he 
belongs, and among whom he has 
immediate communion in gofpel 
ordinances ; and if they find him 
guilty, and he reject their reproof, 
you have then done your utmoit 
to reclaim him ; and while he con- 
tinues in this ungodly temper, 
you will do well to enter your 
proteft againft it, by forbearing 
any intimate friendfhip with fuch 
a perfon. In fuch a cafe, let him 
be to thee even as a heathen, and 


| a publican, cut off from the priv- 
| ileges and communion of the 

church, until reftored by repent- 
not hear thee, then take with thee | ance andconfeffion; or as other no» 
one or two more, that in the | ted finners, to whom you would 
mouth of two or three witneffes ; perform only the common offices 
every word may be eftablifbed.”’ | of humanity, but wouldavoid their 


prevent a public difcovery of the 
crime. —Ver. 16. “ But if he will 
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intimate fociety as feandalous ; | heaven.””—Explanation. Such js 


and to whom you are wot under 
thofe peculiar obligations binding 
upon Chriftian brethren to each 
other. 

This it is conceived, contains 
the whole of the direction which 


the rule, (referring to the preced. 
ing verfes,) which you, my apof. 
tles, are to inculcate on my other 


_ followers, refpe&ting the future 


| 


Chrift has given the Chriltian | 


church, for a rule of practice, af- 
ter the apoftolic age. What fol- 
lows in the two next verfes, it is 
apprehended was f{poken to the 
apottles as fuch, and had particu- 
lar reference to the power given 
them, as infpired men, after the 
death of Chrift, to fet afide the 
Jewihh ritual, aud to fet up the 
gofpel difpenfation, with its holy 


government of the church, and 
let them fee to it, that they duly 
regard you, not only in this par. 
ticular, but in all your other in. 
ftructions ; for, verily I fay unto 


| you, you fhall be furnifhed with 


| 


} 
| 


ordinances, baptifm in the name | 


of the Trinity, and the Lord’s | 


fupper, as inflituted by Chrift, as 
they did on the day of Pentecoft, 
with the promife that whatever, 
as apoftles, any two of them fhould 


Chriit’s name, as the miraculous 


confirmation of any of their deter-. 


minations, God would immediate- 
ly do it for them.—The church 
of Rome has built her doétrine of 
infallibility and her lying miracles 
upon thefe two verfes, by declar- 
ing that this power of binding 
and loofing, aud this promife of a 
miraculous anfwer to prayer, is 
ftill continued inthe church. But 


fuch divine illumination and af. 
fiftance, as fhall abundantly con. 
firm the authority of your deci- 
fions on every cafe and queftion 
which may occur: yea, fo fully 
fhall ye be inftruéted in my will, 
and in the conftitution of my 
kingdom, that whatfoever ye thall 
bind on earth, fhall be bound in 
heaven ; and whatfoever ye fhall 


_loofe on earth, fhall be loofed in 


heaven: that is, ye fhall have au- 


thority to declare what precepts 
think proper to afk in prayer, in | 


of the Mofaic religion are fuper- 


ceded, and what are continued; 
what rites in the church are to 


no fuch power or faith, as is here | 


defcribed, has exifted in the Chrif- 


tian church fince the apoftolic age. 


verles {peaking direétly to his dif- 


be changed in confequence of my 
death, and what new rites are to 
be inftituted and applied in their 
ftead, as equally expreffive of my 
love and promife to believers and 
their feed ; and what things are 
allowed or forbidden to my difci- 
ples ; and I will myfelf confirm 
your decifions, whether genera 
or perfonal of this nature, as made 


_ by the influences of my unerring 


ciples as fuch, appears, not only | 


from the things promifed, but 
from their being privately with 
him in the houfe, when he fpoke 
thefe words, Mat. xvii. 25, and 
Xvill. I.—ver. 18, “ Verily I fay 
unto you, whatfoever ye fhall 
bind on earth, fhall be bound in 
heaven: and whatfoever ye fhall 


loofe on earth, fhall be loofed in ' 


| {pirit communicated to you, my 
That Chrift was in thefe two | 


apoftles, and will determine men’s 
eternal {tate after death in a man- 
ner agreeable to them. Compare 
Matt. xvi. 18, 19, “ And I fay 
unto thee, that thou art Peter ; 
and upon this rock I will build 
my church ; and the gates of hell 
fhall not prevail againtt it. And 
I will give unto thee the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven : and 
whatfoever thou fhalt bind on 
earth fhall be bound in heaven; 
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and whatfoever thou fhalt loofe 
on earth fhall be loofed in hea- 
ven.”? John xx. 22, 23. * And, 
when he faid this, he breathed on 
them, and faith unto them, re- 
ceive ye the Holy Ghoft. Whofe 


foever fins ye remit, they are re- 
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_ —This was clearly a miraculous 


| faith, 


mitted unto them; and whofe | 


foever fins ye retain, they are re- 
tained.””—Ver. 19. 
fay unto you, that if two of you 
fhall agree on earth, as touching 
any thing that they fhall afk, it 
fhall be done for them” of my fa- 


“ Again I 


and required a miracle in 
the anfwer. None but the apof- 
tles ever had it fince the fetting 
up of the gofpel difpenfation. 
But this promife is fimilar to the 
one under confideration. This 
kind of faith the apoftles fome- 
times experienced. Peter and 
John exercifed it, when they faf- 
tened their eyes upon the lame 


_man, who was laid at the beauti- 


ther which is in heaven.’??—Ex.- | 


planation. And as 2 convincing 
token and full demonttration of 
this pewer granted you, my apof- 
tles, I fay unto you, that this au- 
thority and power not only fhall 


attend the a¢tions of your whole | 


united body, but, even, if any | 
' forcerer, * Behold the hand of the 


two of you thall agree together 
here on earth, concerning any 
thing which, as apottles, they 


prayer, for the miraculous con- 
firmation of any of their determin- 


ations, it fhall be immediately 
done for them by my father in 


heaven.—That this promife re- 
ferred to a miraculous anfwer of 
prayer, made to the apoflles as 
fuch, and not to the agreement 
of common Chriflians in prayer, 
is evident by comparing it with 
thie fcriptural account of a mira- 
culous faith, and with the differ- 
ent manner, in which the promife 
made to common believers is word- 
ed. Mat. xxi. 21, 22. * Jefus 
anfwered and faid unto them, 
verily I fay unto you, if ye have 
faith, and doubt not, ye fhall not 
only do this which 1s done to the 
fig tree, but alfo, if ye fhall fay 
unto this mountain, be thou re- 
moved ; and be thou caft into the 
fea; it fhall be done. And all 
things whatfoever ye fhall afk in 
prayer, believing ye fhall receive.” 
Vou. III. No 9. 


ful gate of the Temple, and com- 
manded him in the name of Jefus 
Chriit of Nazareth to rife up and 
walk, which he inftantly did, be- 
ing completely healed in a mo- 
ment. Paul had it, when the mi- 
raculous gifts of the Holy Ghoft 
were communicated to the per- 
fons on whom he laid his hands ; 
and when he faid to Elymas, the 


Lord is upon thee, and thou fhalt 


' be blind, not feeing the fun for a 
fhall think it proper to afk im | 





feafon. And immediately there 
fell on him a mitt and a darknefs : 
and he went about feeking fome 
to lead him by the hand.” But 
in diflinction from fuch a grant, 
in all cafes, of the identical thing 
afked for by the believer, the pro- 
mife made to the prayer of the 
common believer is not that the 
identical thing fhall always be 
granted ; but, that what, on the 
whole, fhall be for his beft good 
and for the glory of God thail 
be granted him. This makes the 
latter promife very diflerent from 
the former; and plainly proves 
that the faith of the former has 
never been found in any perfon, 
who had not the power of work- 
ing miracles. 1 John, v. M4, 15. 
¢ And this is the confidence that 
we have in him, that if we afk any 
thing according to his will, he 
heareth us. And if we know 
that he hear us, whatfoever we 
afk, we know that we have the 
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petitions that we defired of him.” 
—From this promife it appears the 
believer’s petition is gracioufly ac- 
cepted, tho it may be inconfiftent 
with the glory of God to grant the 
identical thing requefted. A de- 
nial of the thing afked, if incon- 
fiftent with the glory of God and 
the believer’s real good, is virtu- 
ally granting the petition. In all 
fuch cafes denial is mercy, tho it 
often may appear, to the Chriftian, 
in judgment. 

Ver. 20. “ For where two or 
three are gathered together in my 
name, there am J in the midft of 
them.”—This appears to be a 
general promife, having a primary 
reference to the apoftles as fuch, 
from what had been faid in the 
preceding verfe, but a general re- 
ference to believers as fuch, ex- 
tending back to the rule, includ- 
ing two cr three, given for deal- 
ing with an offending brother.— 
Inferences. 1ft. Chrift has here 
reminded us of the imperfeétion 
of Chriftians, in providing a rule 
of praGtice to reclaim fuch as 
backflide.x—2d. Hence we learn, 
the indifpenfible duty of the 
church ftri€tly to watch over all 
its members, according to the di- 
rections here given, to fave them 
from difgrace and ruin.—3d. We 
further learn, that the 18th and 
19th verfes, in the xviii. chapter 
of Matthew, were fpoken to the 
apoftles as fuch; and, therefore, 
that no fuch power or faith are 
now to be found in the Chrittian 
church.—What precepts they 
have bound upon us and what 
rites they have enjoined, we mutt 
obey and practice ; and whatever 
precepts or rites of the Mofaic 
religion they have declared to be 
Juperceded, by them we are no 
longer bound. What therefore 
the apoftles have eftablifhed, as 
matters of faith, or as rules of 
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practice, by them we are all bound, 
and according to them we {hall 
be all judged, in the laft great 
day. 

ZEPHO. 


Admonitions from the Death Bed. 
(Continued from Vol. IT. p. 388.] 
NUMBER VII. 
EATH will effect a change 


in our circumitances, great- 
er, no dott, than we can now 
conceive. In the folemn hour 
when the foul fhall part with the 
body, with all earthly friends and 
earthly things, who can tell what 
{cenes may open, what thoughts 
occur, what new objects prefent 
to the mind? Our prefent com- 
panions cannot accompany us 
thea ;—all worldly things, to 
which we now look for comfort 
and fupport, will vanifh in a mo- 
ment ; they cannot defcend after 
us. In the world of fpirits, what 
company fhall we meet ?—What 
kind of exiftence fhall we have? 
What objects of enjoyment fhall 
we feck? Our confcioufnefs will 
certainly remain ; yea, our men- 
tal faculties will, no doubt, be 
enlarged, when difencumbered of 
the earthly part, and be capable 
of more exquifite fenfations of 
either happinefs or woe. What 
then will comfort us when part- 
ing with every earthly comfort? 
Where fhall we feek a friend to 
accompany us in that dreary paf- 
fage, where no earthly friend can 
attend us—one who is able to di- 
rect our unfkilful feet in that un- 
tried way ; to proteét and hap- 
pify us thro all the unknown 
fcenes which may prefent in the 
eternal ftate ? 
Are we all mortal, every day 
expofed to the arreft of death! 
Is it not then important, that 


1803. ] 
fuch like thoughts fhould be fa- 


miliar to us? That we fhould fre- 
quently meditate on the folemn 
{cene, and on what may be a fuit- 
able preparation for it? If this be 
important for all, then any thing 
we can do, to call up attention to 
the fubjeét, muft be an aét of be- 
nevolence. 

‘Nothing, it is conceived, con- 
fidered as means, has a greater 
tendency to this, than a view of 
the fentiments and feelings of 
thofe who confider thémfelves as 
juft entering the eternal world ; 
who have alfo a fenfe of the im- 
portant change before them :—I 
fay who have a /enfe of this ; for 
it is no proof that the change is 
not important, that many appear 
indifferent about it, and are feen 


lefs, about the confequences. 

Among many occafions I have | 
had of attending the beds of the | 
fick and dying, of various charac. 
ters, none has more affeéted me 
than the following. 

Mira, defcended of pious pa- 
rents, who lived to fuperintend 
her education, grew up in habits | 
of external morality ; was con- 
{tant in her attendance on the 
public worfhip of God, where her 


decent. She had early inftruc- 
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At the age of feventeen or 
eighteen years, fhe appeared to 
be bro’t near to death by ficknefs; 
—but this gave her little or no 
alarm ;—fhe recovered and lived 
feveral years, as before, fecure in 
the tho’t that fhe was not fo finful 
as many others. She was again 
feized with a difeafe, the threat- 
ening fymptoms of which foon 
excited apprehenfions that her 
days on earth mutt be few. Then 
it pleafed God to difcover ta her 
the profpe&t before her.—All her 
fond dreams of her own goodnefs 
vanifhed. She faw her fins to be 
She confidered’ 
herfelf as going into the ‘prefence 
of God the judge, who regards 
not the outward appearance fo 


| much as the heart.—As her own 
to die as ftupidly as they live, | confcience condemned her alrea- 
wholly unconcerned, becaufetho’t- ; dy, fhe could fee no profpe& of 


any thing but condemnation from 
_ him ; and tho her bodily pain was 
great, it feemed forgotten in the 
anguifh of her fpirit-—She eX- 
_ prefled a great Cine of her folly 
and fin in neglecting the things 
of her peace till this, which fhe 


found to be a moft inconvenient 


' feafon. She had a great defire 
to obtain religious imftruction, and 


, feemed to hear, literally, as for 


ber life. 


behaviour was always fober and | 


Tho too weak to con- 
verfe much, fhe wifhed to hear no 
converfation but on religion, and 


tion in the firft great principles of | to hear that conttantly ; for the 


Chriftianity 5 


which, however, as 


' faid fhe had no time to lofe ; eve- 


is common, feemed only to float | Ty moment appeared precious, and 


in an indiltin&, confufed manner, 
in her head, without affeGting her 
heart. But as her outward be- 
haviour and refpect to religion 
were fo regular and unblameable, 
fhe tho’t herfelf better than. many 
others, and, like multitudes of a 
regular life and converfation, lit- 
ile apprehended the neceffity of 
any thing more to recommend 
her to divine acceptance. 





| if the attempted to meditate by 
herfelf, her tho’ts were fo confufed 
and diflipated, fhe could fix them 
on nothing, nor recollect what 
fhe had heard ; but when fhe was 
fpoken to, it ferved to fix her 
tho’ts and keep them colle¢ted. 
A lengthy difcourfe was accord. 
ingly entered into, on fuch fub- 
jects as were judged applicable to 
her circumitances, to which fhe 
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petitions that we defired of him.” 
—From this promife it appears the 
believer’s petition is gracioufly ac- 
cepted, tho it may be inconfiltent 
with the glory of God to grant the 
identical thing requefted. A de- 
nial of the thing afked, if incon- 
fiftent with the glory of God and 
the believer’s real good, is virtu- 
ally granting the petition. In all 
fuch cafes denial is mercy, tho it 
often may appear, to the Chriftian, 
in judgment. 

Ver. 20. “ For where two or 
three are gathered together in my 
name, there am J in the midft of 
them.”—This appears to be a 
general promife, having a primary 
reference to the apoftles as fuch, 
from what had been faid in the 
preceding verfe, but a general re- 
ference to believers as fuch, ex- 
tending back to the rule, includ- 
ing two cr three, given for deal- 
ing with an offending brother.— 
Inferences. 1ft. Chrift has here 
reminded us of the imperfeétion 
of Chriftians, in providing a rule 
of praGtice to reclaim fuch as 
backflide.—2d. Hence we learn, 
the indifpenfible duty of the 
church ftri€ly to watch over all 
its members, according to the di- 
rections here given, to fave them 
from difgrace and ruin.—3d. We 
further learn, that the 18th and 
19th verfes, in the xviii. chapter 
of Matthew, were fpoken to the 
apoftles as fuch; and, therefore, 
that no fuch power or faith are 
now to be found in the Chriftian 
church.—-What precepts they 
have bound upon us and what 
rites they have enjoined, we mutt 
obey and practice ; and whatever 
precepts or rites of the Mofaic 
religion they have declared to be 
Juperceded, by them we are no 
longer bound. What therefore 
the apoftles have eftablithed, as 
matters of faith, or as rules of 





§ « 


’ 


[Marcu 


practice, by them we are all bound, 
and according to them we {hall 
be all judged, in the laft great 
day. 

ZEPHO. 





Admonitions from the Death Bed. 
[Continued from Vol. IT. p. 388.] 
NUMBER VII. 

D EATH will effect a change 


in our circumitances, great- 
er, no dott, than we can now 
conceive. In the folemn hour 
when the foul fhall part with the 
body, with all earthly friends and 
earthly things, who can tell what 
{cenes may open, what thoughts 
occur, what new objects prefent 
to the mind? Our prefent com- 
panions cannot accompany us 
thea ;—all worldly things, to 
which we now look for comfort 
and fupport, will vanifh in a mo- 
ment ; they cannot defcend after 
us. In the world of fpirits, what 
company fhall we meet ?—What 
kind of exiftence fhall we have? 
What objects of enjoyment fhall 
we feek ? Our confcioufnefs will 
certainly remain ; yea, our men- 
tal faculties will, no doubt, be 
enlarged, when difencumbered of 
the earthly part, and be capable 
of more exquilite fenfations of 
either happinefs or woe. What 
then will comfort us when part- 
ing with every earthly comfort? 
Where fhall we feek a friend to 
accompany us in that dreary paf- 
fage, where no earthly friend can 
attend us—one who is able to di- 
reét our unfkilful feet in that un- 
tried way ; to proteét and hap- 
pify us thro all the unknown 
fcenes which may prefent in the 
eternal ftate ? 
Are we all mortal, every day 
expofed to the arreft of death! 
Is it not then important, that 
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fuch like thoughts fhould be fa- 
miliar to us? That we fhould fre- 
quently meditate on the folemn 
f{cene, and on what may be a fuit- 
able preparation for it? If this be 
important for all, then any thing 
we can do, to call up attention to 
the fubje&t, muft be an act of be- 
nevolence. 

Nothing, it is conceived, con- 
fidered as means, has a greater 
tendency to this, than a view of 
the fentiments and feelings of 
thofe who confider thémfelves as 
juft entering the eternal world ; 
who have alfo a fenfe ofethe im- 
portant change before them :—I 
fay who have a /enfe of this ; for 
it is no proof that the change is 
not important, that many appear 
indifferent about it, and are feen 
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At the age of feventeen or 
eighteen years, fhe appeared to 
be bro’t near to death by ficknefs; 
—but this gave her little or no 
alarm ;—fhe recovered and lived 
feveral years, as before, fecure in 
the tho’t that fhe was not fo finful 
as many others. She was again 
feized with a difeafe, the threat- 
ening fymptoms of which foon 
excited apprehenfions that her 
days on earth mutt be few. Then 
it pleafed God to difcover ta her 
the profpeé& before her.—All her 
fond dreams of her own goodnefs 
vanifhed. She faw her fins to be 
She confidered’ 
herfelf as going into the prefence 
of God the judge, who regards 
not the outward appearance fo 
much as the heart.—As her own 


to die as ftupidly as they live, | confcience condemned her alee. 


wholly unconcerned, becaufetho’t- 
lefs, about the confequences. 

Among many occafions [ baer | 
had of attending the beds of the | 
fick and dying, of various charac- 
ters, none has more affected me , 
than the following. 

Mira, defcended of pious pa- 
rents, who lived to fuperintend 
her education, grew up in habits | 
of external morality ; was con- 
{tant in her attendance on the 
public worfhip of God, where her 


| 


dy, fhe could fee no profpeé&t of 
any thing but condemnation from 
_ him ; and tho her bodily pain was 
great, it feemed forgotten in the 
anguifh of her fpirit. —She ex- 
. prefled a great Senbe of her folly 
, and fin in neglecting the things 
of her peace t till this, which fhe 
found to be a moft inconvenient 
_feafon. She had a great delire 
' to obtain religious imftruction, and 


, feemed to hear, literally, as for 


| her life. 


Tho too weak to con- 


behaviour was always fober and j verfe much, fhe wifhed to hear no 


decent. 


She had early inftruc- | converfation but on religion, and 


tion in the firft great principles of | to hear that conitantly ; for the 


Chrittianity, which, however, as | 


faid fhe had no time to lofe ; eve- 


is common, feemed only to float | fy moment appeared precious, and 


in an indiltin&, confufed manner, 
in her head, without affeting her 
heart. But as her outward be- 
haviour and refpect to religion 
were fo regular and unblameable, 
fhe tho’t herfelf better than many 
others, and, like multitudes of a 
regular life and converfation, lit- 
ile apprehended the neceffity of 
any thing more to recommend 
her to divine acceptance. 





if fhe attempted to meditate by 
herfelf, her tho’ts were fo confuled 
and diflipated, fhe could fix them 
on nothing, nor recollect what 
fhe had heard ; but when fhe was 
fpoken to, it ferved to fix her 
tho’ts and keep them collected. 
A lengthy difcourfe was accord- 
ingly entered into, on fuch fub- 
jects as were judged applicable to 
her circumitances, to which fhe 
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liftened with fuch attention that 
it feemed as if fhe had wholly 
forgotten her great bodily diitrefs. 
This was repeated for feveral 
days.—She was fo earnett to have 
prayers for her and with her, that 
when prayer and converiation 
ceafed, fhe would detire prayers 
again, repeating that fhe knew 
not how to lofe a moment ; for 
fhe was juil gomg into eternity, 
with fin enough to fink her to 
endlefs ruin, and could find ne- 
thing on which to reft her foul. 
Nhen Chriit’s fufficiency _was 
mentioned, and his re dine is to 
receive and iave all repenting, be- 
heving fianers, fhe would reply, 
«6 J know there is enough in him, 
but I cannot take hold of it, do 
pray for me,” &c. 
Thus fhe continued, with an 
appearance of anxicty not to be 
deferibed, till fhe became fo weak 
that fhe could only {peak in whil- 


pers. Solemn and affecting was | 


the fcene, while every day was 


looked on as her lafl, and fhe hed | 


hope.—The diitrefs of par- | 


ents, who had a fenfe of the 
worth of a foul, on feeing 
going into agus ' in "Se hacone- 
dition. can be known only to 
thofe who ia beep callec to the 
trial. Thus were they left on 
Thurfday even etn Emteing the 
houfe on Fr riday ,a New appearance 


was vifible in the countenances of 


the family. 


joy, tho no hope appeared of their 
daughter’s recovery.x—Mira ap- 
peared calm and compofed, iree 
trom that perturbation and anxi- 
ety which had before been appa 
rent,—a gleam of lope haned 
vilible inher looks. By informa- 
tion, it appeared, that it had 
a God, the night before, to 
nifeft bh ie eracioutly to her 
foul il, as fhe hoped, and to fill her 
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with joy and peace in believing, 
She had carnettly prayed for 
itrength to fpeak audibly, which 
{he had not been able to do for 
feveral days, that the might thew 
forth the praifes of God, and ad- 
drefs fome of her friends. A 





ea child | 


The parents difcov- 
ered a placid, yet folema thew of 


number being prefent that morn. 
ing, by her defire, fhe was raifed 
up in bed, and fpzke fo as to be 
diftinéily heard, by all in the room, 
for more than half an hour,— 
fometimes in prayer and praife to 
God,—fometimes exprefiing the 
views fhe had of his glory, and of 
the amiablenefs and Eidos of 
Chritt—and fometimes prefling 
on her friends and companions 
the importance of attending to 
religion, without delay ; befeech- 
ing them not to negleét it, as the 
had done, till they came to a 
death bed.—She was unable to 
| ipeak aloud any more, till Satur- 
| day, when, a number of people 
being prefent, fhe fpake to them 
audibly, as the day before, and 
nearly as long. When I taw her, 
on both of thefe days, fhe was fo 
exhaufled that I could only obtain 
fhort an {wers from her, m whil- 
pers, toa few queltions.— Her an- 


{fwers, however, appeared to b 
diétated by a teeling heart, a foun 
judgment, a mind fully poffefled 
of itfelf, tree from confufion, de- 
| rangement or en thufaim. 
|  Vititing her on Sabbath mor- 
ng, the fy mptonis of approachi Ing 
diflolution were more 
than ever ; 


j 


apparent 
neither fhe nor any 
| one clfe expected fhe would live 
out the day ; yet fhe fpake audi- 
| bly and freely. A dark {fcene 
now prefentcd toher mind. She 
complained that fhe had loft, ma 
great meafure, thofe 
God and ipicitual things which 
fhe had enjoyed, and feared all 
her hope had been a delufion.— 
This was to her a trying time, 
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fhe was fenfibly dying, and God 
had withdrawn himfelf, which 
made her lament in the language 
of Job, * Behold I go forward 
but he is not there, and backward 
but I cannot perceive him; on 
the left hand where he doth work, 
but T cannot behold him ; he hid- 
eth himfelf on the mght hand, 
that | cannot fee him—O that I 
knew where I might tind him.’’ 
Being afked if the did not think 
fhe deferved fuch a rebuke ; if it 
were not 7 in God thus to deal 
with her? She —_ to this ef- 
fect, ** O yes, I deferve it ; I de- 
ferve to receive no good from 
God ; if he never ews me favor 
he will be juft.””. When lying a 
few minutes, as if in deep contem- 
plation and prayer, fhe fuddenly 
faid, with great emphafis, “ O I 
fee him, I fee him again, Jefus my 
Lord.—He agree leaping upon 
the mountains, fkipping upon the 
hills—all my fins don’t hinder 
him ;—I fhall go and be with him, 
] long to be with him. 
Jefus can make a dying bed, 
Feel foft as downy pillows are ; 
While on his breatt I lay my head, 
And breathe my life out {weetly there. 
h, this comes nght,—this 
day I fhall go and be with hin ; 
—my firft day in heaven will be a 
fabbath.”? In fuch a frame the 
continued till fhe died. 

In a view of this cafe, the fol- 
lowing thoughts naturally occur. 
t. The hopes of heaven, which 
are built only on a vilible morality, 
regular life and external obferv- 
ance of the forms of religion, 

cannot abide the trial; they itand 
on fand, and will be {wept away 
when the florm comes.—They 
can laft no longer than the blind- 
nefs of the heart continues.—As 
foon as one, who has fuch an 


hope, fees his true character, in 


that very hour his hope will perifh. 
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Inftead of hoping for heaven, he 
will fee himfelf to be a child of 
deftruction, that the wrath of 
God abides on him.—A multi- 
tude of fuch felf-deceivers are, 
doubtlefs, inthe world,—May they 
be undeceived while they have a 
{pace to repent! 2. Let none, 
who ice their guilt and need of 
pardon, at of mercy while 
| life lafls—The fovereign Lord, 
who delighteth in mercy, may 
glorify the riches of his go sodiiel 
| by taking them into his fervice at 
| the eleventh hour. Nor, 3. Let 
| any be encouraged, from fuch an 
| inttance, to delay their repentance 
| to a dying bed. This is the 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 








height of folly and prefumption ; 
for very few of thofe who defer 

the matter to that late hour, are 
| ever hopefully brought to repent- 
ance, in comparifon of th:e who 
die either in utter thoughtlefinefs 
| and } infenfibility, or in fear and 
defpair of mere — death bed, 
inftead of being the belt time for 
beginning repentance, will need 
all the fupports of religion, of a 
tried, holy fubmifion to God, a 
proved, confirmed faith in the 
Lord jefus Chrift, producing an 
hope, which enterme within the 
vail, may be as an anchor to the 
fou!, fure and ftedfatt. 


SERVUS 
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GELICAL MAGAZINE. 


| 

| Ouchion. 66 |S tans bet- 
” cr is it to get 

| wifdom than gold ? and to get 
underitanding rather to be chofen 

| than filver ??? Prov. xvi. 16. 

| = Anfwer. By wiidom and un- 

derftandi: ig Solomon doubtlefs in- 

ended the fear of the Lord, Cole 

lilting in os princip! es the exer- 

cifes, and the practice of true 


piety and real region 3 with 






















































































el 















































































~ ets 


§ « 








a 


358 Awakening Thoughts. 


which the favor of God, and eter- 

nal life are conne&ted. There- 

fore, as much as God’s everlatt- 

ing favor exceeds, in real value 

znd importance, any quantity of 

gold and filver—as much as eter- | 
nity is longer than time, or as 

much as man’s future exiftence 

will exceed in length of duration, | 
the period of his prefent life, and 

as much as the fum or whole a- | 
mount of real good comprifed in 

the endlefs glory and happinefs of , 
heaven, viewed in contraft with | 
a ftate of never-ending mifery, | 
exceeds the amount of real good | 
comprifed in and certainly con- | 
nected with the acquifition of fil- | 
ver and gold; /o much better is it 
to get wifdom than gold, and fo 
much is the acquifition of under | 
ftanding rather to be chofen than | 
filver. Hence, is it not very fur- | 
prifing, that mankind, under the 
clear light of the fcriptures, do | 
not feek after wifdom, with as | 
great ardor and engagednefs, as | 
any ever feek for filver—that they 
do not fearch for it, with as in- 
tenfe defire, and conftant atten- 
tion, and perfevering diligence, as 
any ever fearch for hidden trea 
fures ! 


PHILEUSEBES. 





GELICAL MaGazineE. 
Awakening Thoughts. 


ss HEN a wicked man 

cieth his expeétation 
fhall perifh.” So faid the wife 
king Solomon, under the fure 
guidaace of the fpirit of truth. 
Hence, what an awful day, in- 
deed, will the day of their death 
be to the wicked! A great part 
of their prefent comfort arifes 
not fo much from what they al- 


| 


[Marca 


ready enjoy, as from what they 
hope for and expeét. If all hope 
was entircly removed from the 
wicked, and they were fully con- 
vinced, that they had already re. 
ceived all the good—all the plea- 
fure, comfort or happinefs, which 
they are ever to have, their hearts 
would evidently be filled with be. 
fore-unknown diftrefs. Yet this, 
and much more, will take place 
at the day of their death. They 
will then clofe their eyes forever 
on all things here below, and 
have no more forever a portion in 
any thing which is done under 
the fun. All their pleafures and 
comfortable enjoyments will then 
be at a perpetual end—all their 
fond hopes and expectations en- 
tirely cut off and gone forever, 
and aneternal ftate of darknefs and 
defpair will open upon them. 
They will find, with the rich man 
in the parable, that they have re- 
ceived their good things in their 
life time, even al/ the good they 


_ are ever to have, and that all now 


remaining for them is to be tor- 
mented, without refpite or allevi- 
ation, forevermore. How dread- 


ful, then, beyond the power of 


| language to defcribe, or of human 
_ minds to conccive or comprehend, 


mutt that day be to the wicked ! 


_and efpecially to thofe of them 
For tHe Connecticut Evan. | 
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who have lived, as many do, in 
the fond and confident expetta- 
tion of happinefs and glory in 
the world to come !—What can 
be thought of, more infupporta- 
bly thocking and overwhelming 
to the human heart, than for fuch 
as have lived in the pleafing ané 
confident expeiation, that they 
fhall dwell and reign in the world 
of happinefs and glory, to find, 
at once, all their fond hopes ut- 
terly cut off, and themfelves 1 
the world of mifery and torment 
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unutterable, and in complete def- 
pair of relief or refpite thro the 
never-ending ages of eternity !— 


Religious Intelligence. 
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Religious Intelligence. 


BY a recent letter from the 


Hence how awfully dangerous is | Rev. Mr. Bacon, Miffionary to 
the ftate of the wicked every day | the Indians, it appears that he 
and every hour! Our lives are | is at Michillimackinack, making 
in God’s hands, and he can take | preparation to vifit fome of the 
them away whenever he pleafes. | tribes the enfuing fpring. He 
The wicked in particnlar, being | meets with fome unexpeéted em- 
out of Chrift, and under the | barraflments; but thefe, inftead 
curfe of God’s broken law, have | of abating his zeal, make him 


no title, by covenant promife, to | 
life or any good whatever, but | 
are liable, every day and hour | 
and minute, to be cut off from 
life, and from every fource of 
comfort, and placed beyond the 
hope of happinefs forever. And 
fome are, in fact, fuddenly cut 
off in childhood and youth, and 
fome in riper years.—How evi- | 
dent is it, then, that the wicked . 
are continually in an exceedingly 


awful and dangerous ftate! How | 


could any man foberly view him- 


felf as liable every day to be cut | 


off from the living, and that, un- 
der a full conviction that when 
he dies, all his hopes will utterly 
perifh, without fenfibly feeling 


that his ftate was awful and dan- 


gerous indeed—fuch as no wife | 
perfon could think fafe to be reft- | 
ed in fora moment! Is it not then | 


high time for every one, who yet 
ranks among the wicked, in the 
feriptural fenfe in contradiftinc- 
tion from the righteous, to re- 
pent, and turn to God thro Jefus 
Chrift, and do works meet for re- 
pentance ! -Can it be thot prudent 
and fafe—can it be rationally 
viewed in any other light, than 
of daring, wicked prefumption, 
for any to go on fecure in the 
ways of their own heart, and 
negle& the great falvation now 
clearly exhibited, and graciouf- 
ly propofed to them in the gof- 
pel! 


PHILEUSEBES. 


more engaged to attempt to do 
fomething for the Indians. ‘The 
obftacles in the way of communi- 
cating the gofpel to thofe poor, 
perifhing pagans are many and 
great; this fhould animate the 
prayers and quicken the exertions 
of the friends of Chrift, and while 
they do all that lies in their pow- 
er they muft fubmiffively wait 
God’s time to crown their efforts 
with fuccefs. 

Mr. Bacon, after fpeaking of 
many delays and troubles, fays, 
‘¢ if thofe who fupport the mif- 
fion will have patience and refo- 


‘lution to continue their prayers 


and exertions, I am {till in hopes, 


| if I am fpared, to have fomething 


to communicate in years to come 
which will rejoice their hearts, 
and thro the thankfgivings of 
many redound to the glory of God. 


Perhaps it will be found, on ex- 


| amination, that the events of the 





| 





prefent year are not, on thewhole, 
fo difconraging as what they might 
feem at firlt view. It is notorious 
that Indians are naturally fhy— 
that theyare flow in their decifions 
on the moft common cafes—that 
they are extremely cautious in ac- 
cepting the faireft propofals of 
others, unlefs fan@ioned by their 
own experience. Thefe obferva- 
tions will univerfally hold true 
with refpeét to them, except they 
are feduced from their ftedfatt pur- 
pofes by the intoxicating draught. 


| Whea an object is prefented to 
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them, they fhould be left to ap- 
proach, and withdraw from it, at 
their leifure, till their judgment is 
formed. And if its afpect i is not 
evidently forbidding, their {cruples 
will be likely to oni as it be- 
comes familiar. As they will net 
haftily adopt any thing that is 
new, and as they are difpofed to 
think and act for themfelves, to 
urge them to an immediate deci- 
lion With refpect to an objec with 
which they are unacquainted, is 


ihe fure way to make them decide | 


avainit it, notwithitanding all that 
can be done by the moft perfuative 
arguments or the 
friends. ‘Thefe tho’ts have helped 


view of the giicvous delays I have 
met with.” 





———- —— _——- 


POET RY, 


COMMUNICATED As ORIGINAL, 


‘The awakened and repenting finner’s 
vefoli ¢. 
} fe werid,i bidthee now adicu! 
‘Too long hait thou dctain’d my 
heart: 
‘Vo heay'n’s ble& hills I turn my view, 
And willingly from thee f part. 
2. For happinefs in thee I’ve fought, 
But folid blifs could never find : 


Thy pleafures are too de arly bou; 
And cften leave a Ring behin« 


“ht, 


The cream is fled, my foul awakes, 
With wonder thy deceits J fee : 
My peace a guilty conicience breaks, 
And bids me from thy follies fice. 
4. A voice of mercy from the fkies 


Donations to the 


Poetry, 





influence of 


j Jefus, 1 t 


to confole me of late under a re- | 
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Proclaims a dying Saviour’s love, 
Calls me from guilt and death to tife, 
And feck unfading joys above, 

5. My foul the call divine obeys, 
Jefus, a prodigal forgive ; 

‘Transform me by thy fov" reign grace, 
And bid the dying finner live. 

6. I truft thy fure unchanging word, 
Humbly my all to thee refign ; 

Be thou my friend, my portion, Lord, 
And feal my heart forever thine. 


Fifus the Chriftic ws refuge in trouble, 
1. ~ESUS, my Saviour and my king, 
‘Thy mercy and thy truth I'll fing 

‘I ™ 1y pard’ning mercy hath no oak 
Aud all thy words are faithful found. 
2. When firft my finful flate I faw, 
And fled the terrors of the law, 

Oppreft with guilt and hopelefs grief, 

hee I feund relief. 

3, And now, beneath thefe clouded ties, 
While waves of trouble round me rife, 
Shall I thy goodnefs doubt, or fear 

‘Phou wilt ne more attend my prayer? 
4. | will not fear; thy grace and pow'r 
Have often cheer’d my darkeft hour: 
My fun, my fhield, 1 know thy name, 
Vhy pow'r and grace are ftill the fame. 
5. Thou knoweft why thy childres 

wwoUTL, 

Tor thou haft all their burdens borne; 
Exalted now, thou hear’ft their cry, 
And for their aid art ever nigh. 

6. Though fore temptations vex my 

peace, 

At thy cesamand the ftorm fhall ceafe ; 
te thou my ftrength, and ev'ry foc 
‘The conquefts of thy grace fhall know. 
7. Tho ficknefs turn my frame to duit, 
Jefus, in thee | fix my truft: 

Thou cant reftore my fainting breath, 
Or grant a viclory in death. 


PHILANDER. 
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